Stensnas April 26, 1885
My deab Children: Grace and peace fram Gnd far all »of us!
After a long silence I will converse with you my dear child=
gen. I have been so melancholy and downhearted and So weak in
ody, worse than I can expressg, but not 9od be praised I am
recuperated. Little Set, he 18 so larze and healthy, you
eould not belleve it. Last Sunday he was baptized =2nd I was
Ghurched. The pastor came to our home. Gru Lindquiet pre-
sented him (Set) and the sisters and brothers were witnesses,
Dear c¢hildren, you think thls wonderful and so it ie. But
God wsrt one more pralse and I pray that so it may turn out.
All we desire we may ask with uplifted hands and belleve.
The blood of Chrlst cleanses from all, Dear children, what
is the conditinn of your souls? I think so much about you
wvhen I enjoy God's sreat goodness in my soul. Yes, God is
good and incomprehensaible. Thanks helong to hime

Thanks Christine for your admonition. I shall bhe glad to
do as you say, and how well it 1s to do so. De=r “hlldren,
we must trust God. He gives us a2g great proefs of hisg love,
How we ghall rejoyce when we at last come home into the peacee
ful dwelling, for we most likely will not see each nther
before that time. Though for God nnthing 1s impossible., PRut
I don't lonk forwsrd to sce you.

After havine attended do househnld duties I will take up
my 9oor wrlting. Perhaps you can not read it. 7Tell me if ynu
can enell 1t out and guess my meaning.

The whole family is out and wor"ing each »n hig own chnre.
Oh, may the dear (od bless our work. Ve are sure He w11l don
thate I have been so worried about Cust . That he ghonld re-
recover we cannot understand. But how ve have receilved letter
that he 1is recovering, so I am comfortad a little. You have
vigited Mathilda. That vas a pleasure for you. Asg for us we
live together all in the game place and we z2re haopy 2nd
com’ortable, benause we have health and so the time passes all
risht, We have hfard to,es Jere} Ve have to buy both for
curdelves and for the eattle. But we complain when there
i8 no need of 1t, because we have peace. But nov war 1is threzs
enirg. Dear God help us through, and we know you will.

Pray for us . You advise the boys to come to Americse. I dare
not say anything for or against. God says. "Be still and
avait my help.” I am so worried about theilr souls. And we
have love abundance.

When they get out in the wild world they may depart fronm
God. Consider that you and answer me. It scems you have had
so mush trouble with Gust. It has cug me to the gquick many
times, but what could I do? I ec2n only think and express my
thanks I thdnk you 21l for your great trouble. fGod will ree
wvard uss Ve shall recelve double reward,

I suppose you are getting tired of my babbling, but my
dear! We cannot say a thousandth part of what we think..

You two htive had great sadness sinee I conversed with you.

Are you well now,? Tell all your business. I will tell

you also. Ve have much work here you may imagine, d2rning
elothes. Ve have no servant girl. Selma Nasgshult has gotten

3 baby daughter. XYou may believe her parents were cruel with
ter. Vhen ene got the pains she went upstairs, but they did nst
leave her there, but had to come down(bank). Speak to Fmil

that he must keep falth and sympathize with her. You can
imagine her vosition. You ask about clothes. That does not
worry ue. Johan has fine black suilt. DBest regards to all og



ou., From your Hother

Sxplanatioant 1. Christina must have vritten that Tmil was
gulte a lion with the girls in Laramie. ONf esurce she 4id
not know about Celma,
2¢ After a woman has had a baby she must zo to the preacher
and be churchrd. He resds a print 4 prayer over her.
%+ Hother was born Auguet 17, 1840, Her last gon was barn
Aoril 23, 1885. BSo lothor was 44 years =nd 8 months when tet
was borne That 1ls what she ealls wonderful.
4. "nen H1llma Nelson dled of typhold fever in 1885., sust took
slek and Mathilda and Christina thought he would die. .
5. The next December 12 we three I, David, ¥llas came to Ameri
fie« This word barsk I don't underst nd.

Dexr fister:t Live wells T willl now write y~u 2 few lines
and 1ell you all that I go to school., Vhen I am at home I
read and help to plek notatoes at times. YNow I will send you
a preagent from the Fair, Pappa =nd Mamma send thelr bhest
regarisg to you =11, Pappa will not write until he pets yH:r
next laetter. Pardon my poor writing and this is the end of ny
Letter.s ¥indest regards from Niel David
David sends two stamps of the Falr(by Nttilia)
‘ Stensnas April 27, 1885
Dearest Slster Christinas
God's grace and peace be sver and with us =211, I have
Juat esme home {rom othagen vh-re I was harrowinr., 7e have
gowed ane barrel oats already. Te have go much fun with Petrus
vhile we are writins. tHe 18 80 glad to have us talk to him
about y". 1 hear you have a singing choir. I will join that

when 1 pget to Amerlesn, in c2se s$hat haopens. I e=2n tell you
there 18 golng to be var betwern Sweden 2nd *ussia, which pere
hape ysu Inowe

Pagtor Nyten can not sing s» I have to sing for them (per-
haps leed the singing) in the Sonfirmation ealss. I vas sent
to Pastor Osthings office by Pastor Nyten the last time. And
Pastor Ostherg taught me = Song that I am supnnsed teo sing
for the class next mesting,.

You ask me if I want to come to America, Yes I am willing,
but I =m not crazy adbout it for I Imagine that I o=n have
better times here, than I can get *‘n America.

We have flne wrather now and we =2re busily engaged 1in sowe
ing and planting. We are planting cherry trees and onose berry
bushes everywhere on the hills., 1 have now nothinzg more to
write 85 I will close. Yours truly, J. F. 5.

Here 18 copled John 15: 1=-2 and Jer. 3; 22

Stensnas April 29, 1885

My dear Zlater Krestina. Live Well
Now this midday hour while we are resting, I will write

gome words to you. %e wrote to Guatof a eouple of days aro

after we had recelved your letter and that of Custsf the same
time. I oan tell you thazt we are busy with our spring plante

ing. Ve are making things hum but as Karl is due to enlist in
the army this year, we wlll have to hire. And that 1s a draw-

backe You ask if we are 1n need of money. Yes, we must buy seed
for we had so poor erop last year, but this year the rye 1s
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fine na? we have sSowed much 8o this year ve will bebahle to
sell fye., I understand thst you are well off in Amerie~, I

am #1231 to hear thate. And you want Fredrik and nttilla to
eome, but I think they are too youns {ﬁt. But Anns she says
ghe will leave this sumaer, But 1 belleve that 18 foollsh, be-
srause vhe 18 8o sickly 8o she should not travel alone. BShe
needs eare, because if she gets siek on the way, it would be

g sreat enborrsssment, And we need her at home but 1f you think
ghe aould st=nd the trilp, we will get alang 2ll right at

name, bespuse we can't expeet to all atay at home =11 the time.
Gannier »r later there must be a partinge. ¥rite to Anna vhat
you want her te do. I have only given you the faets as 1 see &
theme Dut don't let her know what I have written about her.

I will now close as the paper is exhsusted 2nd we feap the
letter may be ton heavy. 79od Night, dear DSister.

Remembey Jesus has suffered PXnGhis-Jahmnirniteloves you

and wants to save ynl.

Read John 63 37. 0God bless that here,

Stensnags Oet. 10, 1883

My dear Brather, Live well,
Since ve are so videly separated onne fram the other so
that we 1n no other way ean esnversge excent through letter, I

*111 »rite yvou a few lines 2nd let you know that we are through
with the Falr, and how we enjnoyed ourselves at that time,
Karl Petter and ¥ilma totohult eame the even ngz belnsre the Falr
and stayed t1ll Sundny afternoon eo Ksrl took them home in a

buzgy(horse and bugey) Ve had mueh people at the Falr. Ye
did nat have any eattle to sell at the Falr. You want me to
tell y»u what we do. Ye are plcking potatocs., XKarl snd I
have nat nileked our own yet., Poppa, Mamma, 2nd Anns went to
figsehs for the bangquet conneected ¥hth the yearly Lutheran
religisua Teat. They have not gome back yet., I am so sleepy.
1t 18 ten N'Mlook 8o I will nat vrite any more to night.

1'11 santinue tomarrow night. Ve have had letter from Eristina
since you left, I have no nevsg to write 8o I eend you many

1avine rezards with Love J. Trnat ©
“the Pagtgr aaugs ﬁgﬂ rpéar&e.

Explana2tisne Mur father let the big bays plant 2 smnll nlat
with natatnaes and in the fall they esuld »nieclk them and sell
then

“hen Xarl and Johan vere planting thelr notstacg "llag made

a little plnat & feet by 4 or less, Somehody “s'ted him 1f he
wa8 zning to sell them and he s21d4, "Ne, T leave to the common
fund of the fanily”

Despr £Slster Mathilda: I wish you good health. Since this
Sunday !Usrnine I have the spportunity I will use it to write
to you. I wos to Oissebo yes erday at the Lutheran Test
banquet, and we had great enjoyment. We have a llttle servant
#irl and she 18 going to stay vith us this winter. Xrestlinas
cige we will remndel for me for winter wear, snd we have re-
nadeled her red dress of bought fabrie(exnlanstisn--is a

rule 21l for vear w8 woven »n the farm) for me becsuse it we

ton small for Anna. Now I1l tell what I =m doinge I am pleke-



ing potatoes. They are very rotten. ‘The Fair 18 aver. e
had 80 much people thut all the beds were taken and wve had to
gleep on raes sn the flanr.

I send you my best regirds. I szend each ~ne af you a Falp
gift, thoush simnle 0tt1lla Nilsssn

“xplanation; I remember that night. "ur Tsuginsg Zarl Petter
and Hilma “nd we all the young ohildren slept in 2 vaw on

the floanr upstairs in = slaset.

Near Sisters

I will wvrl'e 2 few words tn gend you befare T ro ta chursh
I 2an tell ysu I have been to Uissebn, I went thepre Thursday
aarning and stayed t1ll yesterday, The wesger T gtaved gso
long vas that I was walfress, T beside snather sirl wh-e ia
Slster=in-law toa the asshoaltencher Svensson(ie wan my firgt
tencher-J, ¥, Nelson). ©Che 18 2 pleasant ?irl and lives in

Gissebo, vith the Svenssons. ©She and Mrs. 5. are seamstresam

AlfTred 7issedo 18 rriegd to 2 girl from B4, She 2 relitte
s} Ehe oarganlat, ?ﬁh&n slihmim‘is uﬁlﬁg 9 aﬁfhmﬁ%giadrgolaﬁs

girl from HMistishult 1 Flivik. Hilhelm is st1ll esurting
Sofie Btorangen, but 1t most likely w11l nat avail. But he
dnes the best he can (exertisn). I have much nmore to write
but must elose. Your true sgister, Anna Nilsson

Explenatisn--iathilda had, that 18 in her =lbum the two niate
ures »f ‘urusta lllsson snd 8of1 1 Storansgen

Desp Slater Mathilda:

Again I will write a few warisg tn yo in arier $o ex-
prezs myself more olearly sbout what T wrate in my lagt letty
But I 4o not know exaetly how tn express nyself so that ysu
may rightly understand. You verhans cat the impregsion from
or "he RETal R E A2VSBIER BENDALOFA0 2VE5.E 2 ankOenY
I have alsno had sther thoushts. I weuld wish te attend =
8chaol 2nd learn to be samething, inaneatar af sericulture ap
mevchant for example. DBut Pappa =2nd Mams sre nat in favar <
such, 8o I have to formet 1t., Atherwise T would have na aAbe
Jectlon, for I have never had any snecinl desire far Ameriss,
Jut, a8 you now are establishing house (get marpled) there
you naturally intend to remain there. And then I ret the
1dea that 1t would be pleasant to be torzether in sne enuntry
and as Christina wrote, you twe have no ohjectinn to my some

ing, but 1t 1s almost imposeible, for I am sorry ts say, you

can not imagine sow we are situsted in every way. As far ag
soncerns sur econosmic and physiezl situstinn we have nat to

complain. But there are situstisns worse. 0Nne can hardily &
say that one hag nne happy hour. But sne must take things aes
eaglly =8 pnssible, ostherwige 1ife would be tos hard. You
may belleve that Papa 18 not very knid, Msny times we have
qua-rels, and it is not better since you left, but 1t is ten
.times worse. You most likely remember it, 1if not I should »
not remind you of 1t. But, my dear, don't be nffenied by
what [ write. I have no one to spen my heart to and I Just
wanted to eonfide in you. I assure you that you sre fartune
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ate, of course you have gone through much trouble in every
way, but I think that nekther you nor Chrietina nor Gustof
repent your having left. To remain here means only poverty.
Bive “hristina my best regards. Tell her that if she can

lend me money I will pay her back. Let no nne see this letten

You misht write a special letter to me., Don't forget that,
please. Good night, Your (t1ill givne) Faithful brether,
Carl Magnue Svenssen. 8ot 14

Dear S8ister Christina %od 1s Love.

g8 e W answe ‘al etter. ; £ y £
ple&sggéut3v§2§g§v£ léé%er;qugmsggg gilie I w%%lige%go§o%
what we are busy with. ¥We are working in the orchard.
Thepe 18 so much to be done so we work in the open the whole
spring, but now we have soon finished. ¥e have made so many h
changes since you left as I don't think you would recnanize
yourselves 1if you came home. Ve have finished spinning the

flax so now we will start weaving carpets. This suamer we have
g0 much to weave. 1 hear that you have had letter from Uncle
Daniel. Uncle 1 Glssbo haa reccived letters msny times,

You a8k me if I want to come to “merica. I cannot answer as
to that, but my thoughts have been dlrected that way, but

ag 1 am g0 young. I suppose I will have to continue slaving
in the 514 Sweden yet. 1 can ansever more about this. I

will wrlte more. I also hear that there 18 a Swedish churehn
in Laramle. That 18 a pleasure for you. But do you under=
gtand? THave you a Swedich Prezcher? I wish you eould attend
the Hjorted ~hurch at tines, I will give you 2 memsry

verdes (Here she coples Isaiah 53:5)

Best regards from me to you and to Mathild- and Anna snd
all. In case some one of us come to America, write and tell
us 17 we can bring you anything.

Tour Sister Nttilia Nilssnn
: Stinenas Feb., 13, 188%
My de=zr XKind Sister Mathilds
The Peace and Grace of the Lord be with and over us all.

A long time hns passed since we received letter from you and
i ka 1 ut it. houshtsa a ;g
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health and I do not have sore throat any more so I believe
that 1t helped me that I 1ived a2t the health recoart in Krige
dal:c. But gesides I have paln in the bady all the same. But
they say you don't get rid of that until you eontinue
drinking the minersl vater for three yearse. (I think she con=
tinuea 2 years, the third year she came to America). The
pain 1¢ called rheumatic paln and the third year is the best
(result) and if I live 1t would be well if I enuld continue.
But as I look forward and wonder how it sh2ll turn, considere
ing the matter on all sides, it seems lmoossible. The gnod
fortune 18 that it 1s nothing certzain. But sne must not
sorrov for the morrow, for God cares for us and He his plan
end knowd the future and all he makes everything turn out for
the best, and 1f we have to keave our husinec=s in Hig sare He
will bring us through both iight and darkness, even if it
#cems ever 8o dark. As the song says "Forwvard we go ahead,
9th through light =snd darkness. My house 1s not on earth.
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ate, of course you have gone through miuch trouble in every
way, but I think that nekther you nor Shristina nor Gustaf
repent your having left. To remain here mesns only poverty.
Bilve “hristina my bert remards. Tell her that if she can

lend me money I will pay her back. Let no nne see thisg letten

You mizht write a special letter to me. Don't forget that,
please, Good night, Your (t1ll givne) Faithful bra‘hew,
Carl Magnue Svenssen., ot 14

Desr S8ister Christina od 1s Love.

. § T w1 SIS 7Oy > 4 w 3 1
pleasggé&tgvggég§vé ié%%GQQ”?ﬁgmsggﬁ }iite‘i w%%liie%ic?o%
what we are busy with. Te are working in the orchard.

Thewe 1is so much to be done so we work in the open the whnle
spring, but now we have soon finished. ¥e have made so many h
changes since you left as I don't think you would recomnize
yourselves if you came home. Ye have finished epinning the

flax so now we will start weaving carpets. This suamer we have
so much to weave. I hear that you have had letter from Uncle
Daniel. Unecle 1 Gissbo ha@ reccived letters msny times,
You agk me 1f I want to come to imerica. I cannot answer as
to that, but my thoughts have been directed that way, but
ag I am g0 young. I supposge I will have to continue slaving
in the »l4 Svweden yet. 1 can anever more about this. I
will wrlte more. I also hear that there is a Swedish echureh
in Laramle. That 18 a pleasure for you. But do you under=
gtand? Have you a Swedleh Prezcher? I wish you eould attend
the Hjorted ~hurch at tines. I will give you = memory
verdes (Here she coples Isaiah 53:5)

Best regards from me to you and te Mathild~ and Anna snd
8ll. In case some one of us come to America, write and tell
us i we can bring you anything.

Your Sleter Nttilia Nilsson

: Stin&nas Feb. 13, 188%
My desr XKind Sister Mathilda

The Peace and Grace of the Lord be with and over us all,
A long time hns pnssed since we received letter from you and
i " ry about it, 1} hourhts 2 da i
év%?vgcb;gﬁ g%{.y I gay tell ggut%ﬁ?thE agaggjgy%%% ;oggn
health and I do not have sore throat any more 3o I believe
that 1t helped me that I 1ived at the health ressrt in Krige
dal:. But gesides I have paln in the boady all the szme. But
they say you don't get rid of that until you eontinue
driniing the mineral vater for three years. (I think she con-
tinuea 2 years, the third year she came to America). The
pain i¢ ealled rheumatic pain and the third year 1is the best
(result) and 1f I live 1t would be well if I enuld eontinue.
But ag I look forward and wonder how it sholl torn, consider-
ing the matter on 2ll sides, it seems imnossible.  The good
fortune 1s that 1t 18 nothing certzin. But one must not
gorrov for the morrow, for God cares for us and He his pian
and knowa the future and all he makes everything turn out for
the best, and 1f we have to keave our business in His ecare He
will bring us through both 1ight and darkness, even if it
#dcems ever so dark. As the song says "Forwvard we gzo ahead,
oth through licht =nd darkness. My house ig not on earth.



Fo, 1t 18 in heaven and here down on earth is only desert

and 1t scems only vanity (emptyness) snd trouble and fight,

but with Jeses slone 18 rest and pesce and may we dear slstes
acet there and never more have to senerate, =z2nd for Cod nothe-
inz 1s imvnsgible. Ve ﬁag even meet here nn earth. 2h it

would be 3 joy indesoribable to see emch Hther and by word

of mgath eonverse. I would then have much to Say which ean
nolt be ~xpreased by pen and laok forwerd a ; . the b
aits fgrpthe f% ? gﬁﬁgn§oﬁ igar ggwagg a%nggiéeiﬁaéhgrgiré

ar away in 2 {foreipn 1 e hag pronise : 1fh n
to the gnd of the world. 1 tha y@g heartily for g&ahfrgaaﬁ-

liness you haye shown us and that you Sent me a pieture of y-ur
g9od 1noking lover and 1f he 18 as virtusus as he 18 good
1ooking I eongratulate you This susmmer I oroamlize tn haye 7
nlﬁtuwg faken when I oohe to Erecadals, IT I esn af%av& it Is

wlll zo to_ Osasrshs because there th take better plet

es., % Fﬂglé ge g‘ggﬂie fgprave an %he fgrwﬁr for zi-sés vgr-

?§1§Vgnagr}. I hope to recelve your nicture in your next lette.
- legga%t that ggu recelved 5o beautiful Zhristmas pres-

ents. Don't forzet tH answer £8 sson a8 possible,

Hearly regards from your humble sister
Arnna Ollvia Nilssen

Stensnas, Feb. 1%, 1883

. Hy kind Sister Eristina, Live Happy:
The grace and peace of the Lord be with and over us all from
how MeARART9BuCFSF  yrur adpreciated writing and I bes your
§§rdan most humbly for my long delay. And I hoane you do fore

ve me, thoursh 1t 1} I oL 2 be always exne~ting. BPut

thoughts have §§} ﬁ%@?iéﬁ?? }?ggn $o you Jatly ot havye

hgd no g%p@rtunity, git is ﬁ3w221&05t eievin 9’51@%&, but
I don't mink. It pleases me Just the same. Tt 18 n» un-
conmon think, and 1t was not the first time and 1f T live =nd
God gives me health, may it not be the l=st. T may tell you
I have visited Sofla 1 Evarnbro 2nd had a zood time. Che was

visiting with us gss&erﬁg' and 1 decided to go» to visit her
today, though 1t le hard 1o gzet awzy from the 4aily work and

hurry. We had such a8 good time. JFe sang songe. Xristina As?
beggyia in Pilviken angakeﬁgs house for %@r g%anﬁfathsr. Te e

rere there & vhile into ithe evenine. Sofis and she sing so
v@au%l'u{?y. E&%&re ﬁzrata&s they ygg? %@ ¥arl Bernep(:

- ; : . ay
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and 1t wes a plezsure 1o hear themn. And we talked g8bout 9od and
Sofla says shg is a child of dod (converted). Now I will tell
you I was at Storangen the Sunday of Trinity, (the 17th day

after Jhristmas) I rode with them from the shurch. The next
Sunday the young people 1 ¥xered had declided to ¢o to Frodinge

church. They meant to go the Sunday of Trinity, but when they
learned I was coning, they decided to wAlt., But I 414 not like
it. It was not enjoyable. For they have no pleasant preacher,
g0 I 4id take much interest. Aunt Lovisz 412 not want me to
go along foranything in the world. Also Tilhelm eame home
Trinity eve and he told me not tn go for it would be no henefit
for me and I thought the ssme. 5o nothing havpened. Begldes
we enjoyed ourselves as we were. ¥e read and sang and gtayed

up t111l late in the night and at last we went to bed. But we
égd not sleep much that night. ¥llhela had much tn spesk aboht



and I liked to hear one talk 2bout America by one that you
believe tells the truth. I had not heard him before talk so
freely as he did then. In the presence of 0ld people you
cannot talk as when there are just young people present. A4nd
I thought he was so frank. He spoke about you and said he
liked you so much, and always when we meet him at church he

asks about you all, and what you write and 1f you mean to cae
home. And amoung young men there are not many who are so

Baod and sensible as he, thouzh he 18 not so good looking
but one ought not to stop to consider that, though however all
of us do that.

Then I will tell you that Wilhelm Gissebo gave me 2 ride
home. He had taken the surveyor to Branstad and when he
learned at church that I was going to visit at Storangen he
went to Sofila and said that he could come that way home and
that I could ride with hime. He came Sunday evening so I was
not allowed to stay very long. We had invitation to go to
Norrangen and also to the Church deacon, but that had to be
cancelled. I had to ride with him home as he had gone to the
trouble. He did that only to get a chance to speak to Sofla,
but, he did not gain anything thereby. I must now close my
poor writing a2nd wait for a prompt answer and then I will writ
more. Memory verse; John 1; 12.

Your sister
Anna Nilsson

Stensnas Feb. 15, 1883
My indescribably dear $ister Christinat
Since we have received the money you have sent usg, I

nust first thank you ever 8o much for them. I am sorr be=
cause perhaps you are 1ln position in which you must sklmp your-

gelf, for you must work and earn your money, and withal you
send to ug8. But although we do not need to earn our money,

we have so little that we can hardly get along. ‘Lherefore I
will most humbly express my gratitude and Joy thzt you have
not fortotten us. I will tell you that I do carpentry work.

I have done that the whole winter at night and by that I have
earned o little money, but one needs to buy so much that it 1s
soon used up. I am now making a writing desk, but that I will
keep for myself. I will now tell you what we will use the
money for. We will buy 1lron for the buggy. (I remember that
carpenter stayed at our home and made the woodvork for the new

bucey end then we took it with the 1ron Karl mentions to the
blacksmith and he fixed 1t all up ready for use.) because

1f we did not do that we would not get the buggy this summer.
I am sure you will not have any objectlon to make. Johan has
written you about the trip to Glesebo, but I will make some
additional remarks about it. ‘here were many young people
there, So we enjoyed ourselves. Emil entertained us marvel-
ously. You may believe it. He is clever and Hilma too go 1t
was just wonderful; Selma Nasshult was there. As you perhaps
know Emil is courting her. ‘Lhey are so 1u love with each othe

so you could not imagilne 1it. And Emil is such lion among the
girl®. The same may be sald about Hilma. She has many sultor



The newest one 1s Tonstanz Soderquist 1 Lofstad, a real styllsh
boys The boye of Nils Mansson vere there. They are both une-
married though they sre courting all arourd. I have no
more news to relate. I send thousand regards to you and te
Hathilda.

Your falthful brother

Karl Mapnus

¥e send the letter tomnrrow.

Stensnas, Treb 14, 1883 (Rristina)

Dear Sister, Live Happy:

I will ask gmnr'pgrﬁan for waiting so lonz to write you.
In the first place I muet thank you for the money that we re-
celived today. I will tell you what we are working at. Eerl
apd I heul locs today from Bryzgisset (the farm that Pappa
bought from the man that went to America with Mathilds) to
Lonegviken 1 Glssjon vhich we are going to float to Bjorns
asw mill {2t the wsterfzll from Olssjon). ¥e have cut 120
logs in Boygeeriet, 120 loss in forest (half way between
getterum and Bjornz on the left slde. Lingviken on right
gide) and 96 loszs in Backhagen (forest near our houge) The
farmer sawed at Bjorma, the latter at Kvarubro { a mill in the
waierfall of the sea Hjorten). I have no gpecial news to tell.

sunday after Trinity ve went to #isterhult (psrish neighboring
the Hjorted). Then we went to Oatehult {the forest of the
Gsthe) jHemas sister was married there and llved there with
our couging Rarl Petter and Hilma both came to America) so we ¢
eame home Monday. The eve of Candlemssg we were in #issebo. T
There wag a banguet for young people. %e had a good time. HNow
1 alose my poor writling with the dearest regards for you.
Lovingly, Johan Ernst Svensson

pear 51s¥8P FbisiifE. Live Welll

I ean tell vyou that I attend the Hish Sehnnl, and 1
nave & zood time. I now returned from the school, where we
fearn mich. Tod:y each one brought an Almanach In which
tescher Earl Berner gave us instruction. "he lece is so good
here for skating. so at times I aks'e to school. (Te n=d
gometh 'ng over 3 mlles to sohanl. Tell we walked 3 niles
gouth west to get to the ice and then gkated 4 or five miles
to school). Ve have had gnod gkating a’l winter for ve have
not had much Sno¥. 8p ¥e gave enjoyed ourselves skating 21l
winter. Then we are at sdhool we mo dow¥n to Lzke Hjorten ithe
nronday hour and skate untll the teacher ealls us up., I have
bouzht me a palr of skates snd now I am =zoing to pay for them
vith the money you sent. Do finally I say thanks Tor the
ﬁﬁgezﬂwhiah 1 wag gzlad to recelve. 1 must ~lose with many
regardt,.

o Yaur brother, Joseph Hredrik Killson.
Feb. 14, 1823

Dear Sigter. I wish you health.

re I have opportunity this evening to converce with you

, I will eompnse a fevw ghort lines, because 1t 1s a long time
gince I wrote last. I have no news to impart. I msy tell that
Zarl and I went to Blaxta Church and the boys of "lodhult were
with us. Ve skated in BSangsjon nd had a good time. The
geather 18 now very beautiful. The snov 18 melting so it will



goon be sumuer and the tempersture 1s riseing. I wilsh you
were at home. 1 should enjJo y your presence. Todzy I have
been down 1 Bryggriel to shop wood. ¥ow I will thank you for
the money you sent. I wlll t» eome to you in Americs and Papa
hag no objestion. I may tell you that I =ttend the confirm-
ation eiisaeé?ammg w%s sgazggrisé because David and Eliss vere
ot on byl N agtor € re J i Or. _ H
§§f§§g§g% gfgggj?y him. Te are %g g§§3,33}¥§gtg§,}§?g€;g taught
fustal Osgl n Svensann
Thousand dear wishes from us to you 211.

Feb. 14, 1883
#y desr Shildren:

Tor & long time I have desired to converse with you.
How mre you both in bady and ssul. Te are véé 28 to osur soul,
Grandme was with us. ‘e went to Gicssgebsn. Then wsg 2 rreat
eonyention. A great enjoyment. It 18 repested every month. You
maybe sure we enjoy ourselves. Poth uncle ?her brcggsr? and

; . 4 LA TeNe imarir é ¥ - v 1

BEyer Tosotner Before we Slasted home. Sh how plegsant if
grandmother 9mother's asther whom I remember well) lived
yet. And prey~-In his time sghall the righteous blosson and
grezt peace until the moon exist no more. Thank the Lord
for his inexpresslble zift. Tiow I will tell you what my
job 1. I prepare the me=2ls, and keep the house in order.
To get to w ave for eclothes 1s lupossible I try to do my
bezt, but you may belleve 1t we have to do like you Ao buy
ready-made. I have not woven since ynu left, Hnw I was
thinking about dressges and apr ns, but we have to get aleng,
because the boys must first be attended to. Y»nu say ysu
wish to ¢ome home. Yes, dear, I ton would wish. I =zke
gu mer clothes,

Desr, what shall hanpen, but you thirk absut ecoming hone,
but what will you 4o at home? Answer me, Erisiina. You are
pleaged with my writine, bul ean y»u make »sut my letiers?
You do well to exanine well what your hesrt longs for. Now
g20d night my desyr. Live well.

Eliss 18 85 humorous. He saye he will never get married
because then he will get eranky. Thirnk about that., Dear
your Chrigtaan presents. It was a pleasure for me and alse
for the rest. It 18 a gleasureﬂxhsn {triyasteg)babled.

This letter was ver¥ poorlywritten. It was very diffieult
to read and translate

Feb. 14, 1883
Desy S8ister Xristina. Live velll
I will tell you that I skate these dzys, but I anm

alone because Ellas hse scalded hims<lf 8o he 18 not allowed
£ leave the house and Jump around (ashhe used to). So now
Eliag must 81t in the house with ¥other by the fireplaee. And
I (emphatic "I") have to drive the cattle tn water (without
the help of "lizs) from the barn to the well., (During winter
the cottle stHod in the barf all day and were let out twice a
day to water ). I would wish to know if you have scen ony
shristmes tr-es (in Ameriea) and what entertzinment y»u have.
Elizs and I wnet to “hureh Christnss mornine.

Many gnod regards {rom ne.

Your Brother Bit#d44 Svensson

&
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Explanatisn: 1 remenber well how Anna eame in the itchen
with = boiling co’fee-pot and ®ll=8 ran mzainst her and she
8pill 4 the hot eoffee over hle back and left shoulder. He
was 6 1/2 years old. If ny memory servea me ricnt he hsd

been scalded that way osnec before

Here are twn short letters from Yother with-ut dates. The
first has not much sencs ta 1t but the secdhd aan gee wad
written when Johsn came to Hunters 1912 Op 1014,

nnd _Hary 2
gﬂﬂdl”ggn%§%g§§§ﬂ§§£t I ean finally send you a few word abont
my self and Tanm ly and our doings.” tod be prailsed we 21l

have health and can work and 4o nur business ta nlease sur-
selves and that 18 a grest thing. Yes, God be praised for

it 211, May wve be Zo siltuated that we may meet %Q his name?
He says al%sys come., Ilay we do that howBsever thinge T urn

out., May we have our ¢omfort in the ¥ord of teod 2nd in

pray<r. bUest rezards to Ethe®., Thanks for the pleture which
I received » 1 surely snswered Fefore but the letter must
have been lost. My Dear, live happy the short time we have
‘e stzy here (on earth) (fasebal?)

You know I am sorry {or Hohan that he got 8~ deep in debt.
Haybe he eannot fight it through., He 1s not very strong. It
is too bad. It will be hard on him. 1 sympathize with him.
I have talked with Kllas and he has promised me to eare for
him. 2“nd what he sald le definite (¥hen ©lis8 speaks 1t »ith

deternination) Ood be praised. I wish that Johan vauld tell

his thoughts to him. It 18 not well to tell everything slways
All that welghs upon ones mind., I sympathire with him. Write
and speak to him, but don't say that I urged you. =liss is
nearest to him. Hohan will have to cling to him. They are not
accuntomed to do all kinds of work, Fut they will have to
stapnd 1t, So you Mathilds, Kristina, ZAnna, as I undsrst nd 1t
have had to do. Fralse God: Hathilda 1 Storangen, d» you

remember her? She has visited them (Johan) She is so good
and speaks with me much and serndsg me her home. Uon't tell

Hathilda that I write so ehildishly. Dnon’t send this sheet
but you may send the other. e have had a good erop. You
will write me about te inform me.

Hanms

Dayton, lowa Hay 5, 1902
Dear Slater Hathilda;

ﬁftgg‘gagg years eorrespondence (she must mean »f no
COrTespINAence? 1" will write you and family. ¥We wigh that you
would come to Tugt's Feddinz. Tome 1f ndhsgible all three. Bit

¥nne, come Fthel an? you, dear Sister. You know hest your-
selfl 1f you ean afford 1t. I hope you ean., An? then you

w11l vieit me at the same time. I visited Gust yesterdsy snd h

heard him preach twice. I had heard him preach snoe hefore.
He eame to vislit us lss! summer and stayed sone time. He
preached & few times in a nelrhloring church. Oome 2nd you
will hear him ton. You ean't imagine hov seared I was when
he was to preach lest he should not have anything to say. His
preaching will do. I am no good Judsge in the ma ter. Butl
esme and have a visit with us and our brothers. Dne of them

i1l guvrely asme and nevhansg 211 $hnae
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Aaust says he hes written t» you and to the brathers shout
the date »f his weddlng 2 they alre=dy ¥now. Anna perhaps eap
nat afford to eome and she can't spare the tlme., The has 80
meny little chlldren &o 1 don't suppose she will eome though
ghe would like to.

I will alss tell yonu that the pesnle here are very high
tone, Fthel must h=ve a white Aress Sust s21d, when I men=
tisned ghe should stand wiiness, therefsre she must have it.if
she ean eome. Lot us know so Uust may ¥now how to fix matters.
%t would be great if the three brothers e~ld eqme. ¥e will

ind asecamsdationg far them. It would be we 1 for CGust if he
knew how many ¢2n enze to the wedding. The cost hls ensnzresaztinn
w11l bear. I wanted to do that, but I trll yoUs my husband
was afrald 1t would eost toos much, but I don't or dtdn't think
gn. °‘The worst would be the wark of preparation, for that 18
very impertant snd Osesr does not understand that »f 1f he
dnes AL he will not express himsel’ on the subject, He pre-
fers t» have me work for both of us. But I will say no more
absut that. T have better health now. Wope 1t will last.
By sgreatest wish 1is that you come. I think you lack nothing
necessary. If you only have health I =m sure you €an 6ome.
You are more indepeddent (your own) than I. As for me T must
arranre myeelf to suit Nsear. Be sure and cone. *¥1ill elnse

Your Sister, ¥ra. J. O. Hartin

T ghall write a 1iitle more. I alone an awvake. The others
a1l are asleep 85 I am at liberty. If you ocome you will learn
mieh news that will interest you and also brother pavid's sweete
heart. If he eannnt eome, she anyhow w11l be here. David
vigited us at Chrisimas. Te talled then =hout this Yedding
and he 8314 he wished in eome but asuld hardly afiord 1t. He
pad to earn money IOan ol may b0, gonool gext Mg iive written
before, but all the work to be d ne th=t »ne gecs around one
eannnt slt dowvn. I have my black dress made now for the wed-
ding. If the brothers come we will take pletures =11 the
aisters and brothers gathered. I%{ wnuld be & pleagure. 1 hope
you ¥now it now in time t~» get ready. Ulve tust a8 bisg present.
doney would be the hest., He has not much tn start hnugekeening
with and preschers never get rich.

“hristina

an s small niese of paner that seems tn heve been torn off
from 8 small regular sheet. It is blue and the lowver nart dated
5903 or 1904

Dayid: I sm very weak teday. Fervous creepinzs {znee thraugh
my body) L slept only jettle 128t nisht. I have no zirencth
to *rite myre. Yow I think 1t =411 s~on heve 2n end.

netterum 20 (fote) abosut 1897 {(Dee. 20)

Dear Hathilda. The Peace nf God
ATter a2 lone delsy slnce we eammunlcated together. Iow wew

will resume our eonnversstion. I have 8o much to tend to
here nf everythinz. The orchard. If I ecould reach you I
gshould let you taste my frults. Just now I have a2 little
guiet. 8o I have put up the weaving frame and I am weaving
blankets. I hav sent one already 1o tust. (¥hen I was home
in 1809 I recelyed 2 blanket that 18 now in nasgecasin of
o R L aa Panlines wall and gasg out avery



Sunday testifyving for Uod. Hay UGod strengthen him. ¥e osught
not to forzet to pray one for the other, because that glves
gtrength. Only we get saved , all other things may turn out

as they may. If ve take every thing as it comes we will feel
well., Just now we are overvhelmsd with the goodness of God,
boath a8 ennceorns body and soul. Yes, prals=d he his name,

%e may always sing and praise hig nsme, Yes, dear, wvhat is
the enndition »f your esuls? Have your eonversatisn with

God and seek with fear and treabling that §e be saved. "%e get
down here what we need and the inheritonee in heaven 1s gtill
regerved for us”. Thanke and praise to Gad: VWhen I let my
thoughts hover aver to you. I take eomafart in those woarde,
And I think most sboutl the psor boys, wh» 4o nat work to

earn 2 livine. I eannot understand Row they nan rzet alane,
If you ean ease thelr way sny. Ye gee here what it ensts to
keep Petrus 1n the schonl. We 18 already in debt, that is

to you. ¥Ye have done nothing for you. Hn sur farm here we
have no deb: and we azn live o1 sur iInterests, 28 lsns ag

papa 18 stronz ensurh to eut the fa-est., He poes st ance

every day and cute--- snd sometimes dige in OGnlere ¥Yagen., We
have both potatoes and oats there thils year. It helps to
keep the enesg. %e try to get along the best ve can you may
imagine. %e sell all the butter ve get. John 18 3 good
business man in every way 8o he 18 sooken well of by all. He
woarks hard. He 18 thin, snly skeliton tut alive. He buys and

sells cattle. 2nd makes ch nges up in Stensnas. If you eome

home yout would see how everything 1s improved. He has changed
the stable, made a door that leads from there to the oowbarn,

He works alone with his cattle, but he does not think of getth e
married. It 18 hard on Nttilla., She has to slave and work
herself to death. But she ig well ofl, better than ghe ever

had it though she hzs n» salary. &0 she 18 no better off

than when she vas with Kerl (1 Hasshult) (before 1%95), Yes,
her youth is peasing., You ask how Earl ig rettinge z2lsns., He

tries hard, but he hss mush t» do, y 2 may inarine. Hisg =ife
i8 not much help teo hinm (married ab-ut 1995) 8o they dan't do
g well. They 414 not need to hove the farm rented hecause
they eould not get along. we {(papa and T ) BEFidATEd/KId/ vere
much arsinst thet. But she (Selmz, hile wife) persualed him
sata muonc At ahnala Rot "Be BT vuf DSLTEIy"I2R: of 1iohat
rhat you will. They both of them, Karl and Selna ave living
well., And we do not 8ssy anything to them to hurt thelr feel=-
inzs. They are so big and Ta'. “‘hey d4nn't temr to pelces

i§ %gu‘§§§e§eﬁ§ for yourself. I vas to Kongbbs and visited
grandmather snd grasdfather. He dled Heov. 5, 1703, tThey are
as if they vere the seventh yesr. Hother woris and weaves
one waft after another. 1 am sorry she works 8» hard, because
ghe would not need to. You write to her. Che hsa done us
much gnod. She bends over much. Now she dnes not weave, only
vorks. My dear, tell me how Erestina is. She never writes.
e have heard nothing about her since Fred was there (Sept. 1895
or 1897). You, please, consune with sll of them for us., Be-
eause 1t is go 4diffleult for me to write fto all., ¥e wish you



a Merry Christmas. Huch groce and pardon for the 0ld year
and a good contlnnation. ¥rite a@oon., Good night my dear ones
Your iother

About 1903

Dear Fredrik. Peace be with youa and thanks for the letter.
As you say, you are well, and so are we. nd be pralsed,
As a rule we do not appreciate it, but now we are tested. God
help you to bear the trials you ha¥e to o through. You mey
be sure my thoughts are most of the time with you 211. I pray
and bhelleve 1 dare do nothing else and then God comes and says
"pon't be warried, trust in the Lord and he shall do". “Then I
pralse Tod and thank Him. Dare 4o nothing else. May Tod help

must. 7Te have no other way out. fan you think of some way how

Pesk §90- B4R B 1Pat "8a on'$:1v3nk. b SRABE PW5 FuiFs. Hut ner
pecovered and could do his work a8 before with The help of
namma. She took 2 hoe and went to work and then he followed
and dld as she d4id. So gradually he recovered. I don't know
how leng he was in Korsbarga, but when he came home he was
pettled. Only meke it Joyful for him. He wept when he gpoke
nf how they maltreated him thergé HBive regards to all.

fams .

getterum Dec. 3, 1897

Desr Mathilda. Grace and Peace fronm God; Hosea 11;8 (quetsd)
Yes TJod has treated me that way, as 1ln the latter part of
the verse, 1t has been fire of Grace and love. To him be-
1mnze the pralse therelor He has allowed us heazlith. And we
enjoy on earth what we need and more than we neced. We have
no sarrow about our children as far ss I knov. Flve of then
are studying. Of a simple farmer family, that 1s more than
sne anuld have expected. What the future has in store far us
we don't know. Nils pa Tullen will be burled next SBunday and
shall follow him to hig last resting place. He wasg %o echurch
the fourteenth and got sick, and d1led Nov. 29, burled Tee, Ss
About sur children we must expect the best. If Hod has hesun
the wnrk He will have to complete it, if we do not deserve
punishment by our sins zs -- did. (almost a provhecy)
308 dmnes not want to punish us but to do us gond. Then 1t
goes well for us we might think "I gh=1ll never #£311, but
when thou hidest thy face for me, I got asared™., E£6 says
King David. "God is opoosed to the proud but to the humble
He gives Orsce.” If Cod keeps us humble we can live through
sur desting much better. A preacher lztely here preached on T
the text cited above from Hosea. He spoke of how parents can
do f»r their children, but they can do 1t not to be comparasd
to God's love. "What shall I do to my wineyard that I have
not dsone?™ sy the Lord help us; “appy is he who has found
that way and hsppy 18 he who continues that way, but happler
jg he whn hag reached his destiny and blessed 1t he who en~
dures to the end.” It is due to the Grace of God that I am
not at the end yet. My contempararies go one after the other
Asberg n Pilviken (one of the fellows of my age) dled and was
buried lost Sunday. I am old and according the order of Nature
T should have gone first because I am older than he. But here
T am sitting 8 o'clock writing, but 1t is not gulet so il gnes
badly. Hamma sits and weaves blankets. She 18 busy. FWell now



gshe 1s fiaished (e must have left his writine for s-me days)
Tomorrsy she 18 going to help dress the corpse. She 13 pre-
paring 3 eake I»r the funeral banguet (That g-unds stranze

but that 18 vhat they used to do in Sveden, And she will have
to feed the catile for I must go to Stenenss and help Johan

to thresh the last oats. You may believe he 18 2 great farmer
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bought one palr in retumn. Thege he tosk to Tnslels Talr and &

g2ld them and bought ansther pair in -eturn. e of these
he 851d to the butcher. He went to Xansle Falr and bought

& steer 1n reliurn, 8o now he hag three pair. The birrest are
13 quarters. ‘Two pair 2nd sne gteer he hag 8214, besides

two fnt es1t8 he has bourht and traded for. "ne A thesas he
has sold for PS5 erowns, three years sld, a quen four vesrs
5ld. “ne mare he has bought thail 1s molng to have a anlf faor
375 erowna. Hooe he gives Und the honor for susecess, but

I fezr he 18 geiling worldly. But esn alss punish snd tare
away. ne eo¥ gave birth to & desd calf and one sow died,
which intended have {or plgs.

Farl Hagnus is merchant in 2 smaller seale. He sells
fruit last fall and brushl aheep and butchered and g~138 the
mest. He has rented his Iarm 8> he has plenly of time. He
keeps house =nd two covs. Otiells stays with Johan tos keen
Bouse, but she does not zet much salary., Fut ean leave st
times. For the preacher she worked nressing shirts and

enllars, and nther work so she earns 2 l1ittle »nn the side

being hig housekeeper. Peirus s in ¥%egterviv., He will be
hene for “hristmas, but we do not expeet Gustaf, for he will
be preaching during vacatisn. From Ohristina we hear nothing,
8a we do not know whether she is de r o 2live. e have rrittm
to her & eouple of tinmes but have receclved nn answver but
fromthe other flve ve gel the news. Fred says he owss you

‘wo letters, Dron him we learned thot Christina eot twins.
After that we have leared nothine. Anns has writiten =2lsa.
Hy greatent rerret 18 that I =m 8o slow to write. Ye2, that

8 B0 I am so anxjious that I judce gyself gond for nnthine
fama urees me sn. She 18 850 zedioas PEE wrifine and faw 1o
have done my best. "Ap my day has been so has been my power
It 414 ne ggoa to think and remember that y-u send nur letters
on to the others. Hay Jo7 glve you all a Happy “hristimas and
3ad's bReassing. Your Father, 5. ¥. Xelaon

Dear, Slglterg.epd Brothers 1n %@; BIEL . = 4 & an '
koow her &%giegépg é%f% §§§§t Q”%§§§§g - ﬁ%égaﬂggg it éﬁdgg .
her. ¥Y»u may read 1t. I should write to you, but have had
a1ffienlty to atart. I wonder if Anna Johneon (Emme's Zunt)
has eome to America, I remember her well. Ehe wag #o pleag-
end. I forgot in my last lettier te zsk her aidress to write
to me. OGlye her ny best regards. Ve had woven eloth for
dresses that I was supoosed to tzke with me. %e thought to
haye Anna Johnson take 1t #o Ameries, but we had not enough
time to get it ready. Now it 11les precsed. Ve will see 1f
Gust leaves {or Ameriea thie summer. At logt I wish you a
plessant Chrigtmss and that the heavenly lisht msy shine in
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Your and sur hearts. Best rehards from your loving =nd ATER
faithful sister, Oitlia Hilsson.

Getterun August 23, 1903
Dear Son Predrik: God's peace and Gracel
T will now write you a8 Tew lines before my weakness

dsminates me. I can't make other excuse. We have received th

v sttepfrom vou and perhans more 2nd we have rent silent
gﬁ%gﬁgwlitii{1r€§gé§ you fgr the letter y-m wrote about
fhristina and for the confort it contained. I will 2lways
believe that 211 is for the best. I have besn eomfsrted by
her letter and the verse, Issiah 60320 "The Lord shall be my

5 & ; = e H =
gigxngl, 1ignt, and your daye of, sorrow ghell beye 2l eifosen®
thee in the furnaee of affliction” Issiah 48;10 She said
in her letter it was & hard blaw for her when becsme widow,
hut that she trusted Ohd. It was 2 gre t eonfort for us.

"hen she wrote 6 days benfre she died ths=t she wne weak 1n the
head and that she econld not sleep {could nnt get the gleepd
that her weak hend needed so much. ¥e clung tn that, hefore
thig sad hlow eame. Fhen we recelved that letter we recelved

one from Tlias and also one from you that she was derd. The

first two hud beeu kept in iosBanders Sotre some dsys so we
reccived them &t the same time. (Mine came fr-m Berkley, Zslif

and must ha e been writlen much later. Notice, sur Tirst eare
weg Toar ug to comfo-t our parente. The worst hlow for us wag b
lesrn she eaused her death hevself.)

%e are gorry for Gustsf, thet he hae n»ot impwov-d , and &
that his wezkness is melanchnly. Uay CUod he hile help. ¥e thak
you for what vyou are doing for his grnd,. If the need bhe too
great we will help, &f you want us to, =21lthoucrh sur Swedish

money don't go fz2r in America.

Eow I will write 2bout ng 2t home. 1 ecan ot aceomvlisgh
mach. But 1t ¢suld be said about me I hope. Th2t he conld
that he did. [ shovel ard dig on the farm. 2nd breaking up
atumps 3hd roots (these stunps are thousand years old. They
don't rot because the earth is always malst around thenm)

It does rot hurt my beck, 80 1t surprises me that I s=a 8o
stronge But I am like an »ld digh. I nee’ bandares, I

have rupture on both sldes. I am not strong but 2an handle
light tools. I on also use the axe 8> = have plenty of

wood. I also mo out with fishins tackle and nets. s we have
almpst every day. But when I sit down to mend the nets, I
et pain in the baeck, thouzh I enjoy 4A~ings 1t, But when I
think of writing , then I shrug my shoulders. I zm sorry I
am 8o good for nothing, but it is because I fear I e=n't 4o
and put it off one day alter another to gtart apnd try. But
¥ama and Set enoourzge me nad nersusde me that I am ahle,

The Bible says "Dont drink to get drunk »f wine from whieh
asmes an indecent life” Here in Cetterum ig indecency from

beer. The villare offieisnls, wilth those interesgted, have had
a mecting to stsn it. %e nelchbnrs ever wrote tn the gavernod

that unlaeful business was carried on here., But we got ansver



from Ealmar that we shduld deeclde foar ourselves. 5n we had
annther meeting on u birthdag (ameadny) T celebrated my
names day by a sprech, but I had not much to ssy. Mt T
aﬁﬁféﬁlfﬁéﬁ?ﬂd appealed t» them fram the Bihle, Nthers save
good resssns so 1t will he harder for P, %. (Br Wilhelm) then
s L ; t hasg oausge '
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both are drinking and the dauchter slse (I don't renember
that Pr Tilhel:m 1 Tastzisregarden had s danchter. I remenber
t=s sons of almost my sse). The lady that sells the beer is
drunk very often. But we bellieve and hope that this =zlgery
sh=all have an end.

Today, %-dnesday, Set came home from Histerhult froam nis
glasses he has been teashing with 80 kronor exyned srd 15
as a t1p, together 75 erswns for & days a week. ™ saturiaye
he h=8 taurht 5 olagaspgate foar 16 orowns. He 13 rot lary
abnit what he hss to do.

Sinne I now have gotten my enld nature wvarmed up 8
11ttle, hope »14 Adam will not eome snd nut £, {a stop?) to
1t. I will speak about Carl, how he sets up with machines,
shout Johsn I supnase you know, lHoving machines he h2d be-
fore, but this summer he h '8 bousnht & threshing machline driven
by steam, and delivers the grain all cleaned, They are three
in the oo=mpany. The threshing mechine he houeht at an suetion
bt the steam encine he bought in Eressgia, There 18 imerias
mapufsature there,

As for myself, you many be sure, if T snly ean aset away a
1ittle from my lariness, I have eonfldence and helleve that
158 18 able to Teed and esre Hr me on these swamng ard [=ount
ains roek.) I work to lmprove the fleld. I make onvered
ditohes and for lask »f rosks I uege branches of Spruce. Farl
uges Sagskolk? (sawdust or slate thrown swsy =8 ugeless) fThe ®
pesple in general don't believe tncy =an get alons '‘n the

ancient manner. They w3t to find new »ays of esrning money.
Janan ~ould not get z2long in the ancestrsl form. Now Karl
has it. The future will show. The farm 18 meny tines im-
proved gince I was youns. My rather used to say that "Tjortammer’
was freighted while the horse-inelr b=eks had to sarry the
weilzht. Yow that is 2 fast snd general snd partlieular ways
are male in every drilectisn. Hust now elsse, 1If the meaning
18 nat »lain you will have o rill in with your own thinking.

y ur father Sven Hagnus Filson

getterum Det. 8, 1903

Dear Snn David--tirace and Pesce fram find,

Lard, 1f Thou hadst been here, my hrather had nst 1e@” In
11:21. I am as weak in my thinking as YMartha vhen sonmething
sad happens. %hen 1 began to read your le'ter that we re-
celved todrny and f»r which I thank you, I shivered as I ex-
peated to find that he might have done as ¥ristina, but as I
esntinued and found that he wns atill allve, a gogrk of faith
ggistengg and th re came tn my mind the words ﬁ% Jesus to
ﬁ%’%aﬁi ;%fligsu wauldgt believe *hou shouldst see the glory
e R i er.take anything too serisusly to besln
with, but out my tBIEE lga{}od. "V hut the Gevil warts ts send
arraws »f doubt, that the zible 18 not in aecord with my frith



Then I need the guldsnce of the Holy Splrit to extrieate nme
from the meshes of the devil. "Is his merey asone for ever?”
P8.77:;8 "And I sald, This 1s my 1nf1rmet¥% The right hand of
the Most High can change everything. Ps. 3 9-11. ,

1 agree with you, David, you have borne the heaviest

burthen. But St. Pa-l says. "I can do 211, through Him who

make me strong.” So you and hils beloved wife will have to

say. Yes We thank you for all you have done to help Krestina

anll augt and ag far what you can enntinue to do for those
abondoned? I will say; whet you could that you 414 Erestina
received what you did for her as a deed of love. (Kaslersge rning)
T thank ®@od that his goodness is not ended, and that Gust

is slive snd that God has not withheld hig merey Ps 77;8

but hears our prayers and I ecan belleve. "The right hand of o d
can change it all.” Glve these quotations . Is 49515 Ps 10%;8-15
ts his wife and to all our family with my resards. At home
everything is as usual, Set 18 in Upenl= University. As

you know perhaps, he has earncd his own money by teaching,

and there he has scholarship. Put now the Tth of Oct. he

needed more 8o I sent him 70 erowns, which I got by selling
timber. We have butchered two fat sheep for osurselves. One

for Hina Rosauder of the Store, for the banquet at the funeral,s

nesander is dead sSo she 1s widow. The funeral takes place to-
morrow. The sheep weilghed 18%; Kils and we recelved 13;27 crow

for it. Karl is to the Fair at Tuna today. He 1ls golng to

buy oxen. At Gotterum Fzir he sold a cow of ours. I expect
100 erowns for her. it failed. He brought her home agalin.

(1 remember I with father went to Tuna F=1ir with vo e¢ows and
brourht them both home. I was so tired and sick I lay down

on the bed. They thought I was sad because we just got a
letter that day that tust was sick in Laranie about 1885) We=
have not pleked all our potatoes yet. It 18 r:oining now 89

I have time to slt here and write, the land 1s wet.

We went to Tonglebo the 6th of Oet. Then grandfather was
siek. Oct. 18 he dled 2nd was burled the 27th. Mama was
there from Oct. 25 t1ll Oct 28th. FKarl and Selma were there,
at the selling the esgtate Not. 16 (seems should he Kov.) afte
that grandmother comes t» live wlth us, so we will be three

o0ld peonle. The difference of ages ig 8 and 11 years, from
the nldest tn the youngest 19 hears (1821, 1829, 18405 "Few
and evil have the days of the years of my life been, 2nd
have not attdasned unto the days »f the 1ife of my fathers in the
days of thelr pilgrimazc" Gen 47:;9. So Jacog answered Pharaoh.
The time of my misery 1is 74 years and how long 1t will eontinue
1 don't know, but 8o far 1t has been better than Fanob's, Like
Jacob I have trouble with my hin. I halt a little. ¥y shoulder
are o 1ittle weal?, but they are strong enough to serve. The
left one was the worse first but nnw the right one 1s poorer.
Yama has the right shoulder wesk. It is worst when we are in
bed and when I ehoap wond and shake up the shoulders. If the
body does not tire I am all right.

I am glad that dinnie (Plant) 1s 8o patient and the girl (Louis®
is a help to enecoursge her. When SOrrow comes we have to say
11ike David (King) Ps. 433;5. (all quoted)

Your Father 8. ¥. Hllsaon.



</

fAetterum, Jan 1%, 1898
My de r nnes. Peane be with you 2ll that ar in Thrist Jesus.
How as I sl zlone, Petrus and Fspa have gone to Torhult

a Ppayer meetins, gg f will sya%k w%th yo: & while. If
ou were here ysu oduld have a taste »f my bread that I have baked
ay little eoafsrtadble home. 1 cannot expresa to you how
well { am off here na long a8 God grant me health and lets
M8 PULLEY ppsunm here with ay business. e had = Merry Thrlst-
na8. Petrus 18 such =n entertainer in the eveninms. He
plays the srean or he reads sn we gtey up 28 lonzy 28 we cen.

But now 1@ the time for him to go to hig (he 18 12 yeara)¥snsr?
20 brave that sne must not medlatate and worry absut satters
but take everything asit comes. Then we are hest »f7., But

I nnly speak about myself. “Thanke for your lettsr ard all
ganr 1lave,greetines 1t eontained. That I eannat answer, Put

ar fortuns‘e 1t 18 that youare 21l well. 1t 18 = great pift
from dod don't foreet that! Thanks little Alvin far your
arrmunicalineg with us., s that every time, bteesnse thot stirs
asur oouraze wher we can talk a 1ittle to sur desr ~nes., When
yoit grow up to» be & man you vill eosne tn sce ng, I hape.

Ysur Hather Band Tieht,

setterum Jzn, 1 1898

: her Davids e :
I will write 2 Tew lines to you. 7T haive written t» ¥thel and
to Alvin. Ask Alvin %o vrite to me. Parg-n my blots in many

places, especislly in my lsst letter. Yapa 412 not like my
blate, when he learn-d about them. But he 4id not learn ‘e~
fore the letter was sent. I wri-e posrly, but that is the fault
~f the pen. That 18 the exouse »f all 2oor writers. And I
am (7T suprose sne of them. Te recelyed letter and nletures
gome time ago fram Mathilda. T supoosfe you have recseived the
same ¥ind also. I sm learning how to bind books, tausht by Bes
ner and I have bound "Den Lilla Hissionaren® whish you sent
me tozether with 8 eouple of calenders which belonzg 1o 1t. I
have alss bound another macnzine and row I 2m working sn 2
took. I wlll now ¢lose for this tinme.

Your Brather Zet Svensseon
(Me was 127 years »ld)

I have translated sll this without any dletionery (even
“nglish) Sometimes it hag been hard to find the right word.
If the reader thinks »f 2 better word he may vrite it »n the
marsin. I found in the posgessisn »f ¥thel left by sister

Hathildas & bunch of letters from Jet and from Gust from Johon
and many that I do not translate. Ig the hand writing in-
herited? Karl, 2ttilis, ¥liss, tust have ¥Mama's hand. Otherwsse
they have Papas character. I Johan, ¥Mathilds, Anna have

Papa's hand and 1 especilally have Yama's characier. David

is an exeption. Christina, I would say Papas and Set exeptinn
ar a little llke Hamms.

Getterum Janl, 1899
¥y dear ohildren and you Hathilda:

Thanks fop your de r letter which 1 reccsived 4 days after
Ahristase. It made us 8o havpy. You can't imacine to zet new
froa all of y»u and especlally fr m Kristins. DPapa was so
exceedingly happy. ZAlwasys when we talked about her he s21d
"ohne must he dead"l lisw we thank tod. low we have celebrated



Christmas and enjoyed ourselves very much. In the first place
because we are ell--a grest gi1#t; Jesus be or2ised; Yes deay
ones, We are so well off. We lack nothing. Oh that we eould
praise and thank God for 8o great cifts that we always enjoye.
I find myself speechless. God forgive me. We are gitting here
in our little pleasant home. While others run about we prefer
Bo stay be ourselves. Then we feel best.

On the first day of the year I will give you a3 memory verss
Hay God sulde us. "It 1s impossible for him to (Komma Piskam)
to be ashamed that trusts on the Lord. Praise the Lord oh my
soul and forset not the good He hos done thee®, Yes, we shall
keep as close as nossible to God in the first nlace and then

a8 near each other in the humble sinple way that He has piven
us. I who am the poorest in writing however do my best. You

gpeak about your girls and what they occupy themselves with.
Yes you must enjoy listen to their musiec. When Petrus is at h
home we ton have such enjoyment, But time passes so gquieckly.
(Wnen vacation 18 over) There we have to sit and think just
as {qu say. Put we have a hope that vhen he has finished 1if
it 1s Dod's will he will be osur support. So he says. 1 meant
to g0 to grandfather's to celebrate his twenty fifth anniverm
ary of hle wedding, but there came a storm weather and I
stayed at home. Stayling home 18 the easiest for me, They

are well ss f=py ag I know, Dear-st regaris from me to all of

you. EoaEAgd¥/ God be with you. Trite s-on

Getterum Jan. 1, 1899

A good consgclence 18 a daily visitor. That 18 my
favorlite memory verse (Valsprak). And I ‘ry to make it my
practice. But I have experienced that humanity has defiled
(fordarvat) their way. And vhen I think of the first com-
mandment "Fear and laove God above everything™, then I am asham
ed. But 1t 18 good for Jesus' sake God does not lay our
misdeeds to our discredit. Thanks HMathilda for the letter
we received for Christmas. You must have received sne from us
after you sent yours. We were in doubt about the a?dresgs, so
Ottilia sent this to_ klias and asks him to send 1t tn you,
Elther to you or to David first. We have heard from FKlias. Te
have recelved letter from Gust znd he h=2e had letter from
Christina and she i1s well. He algo ia well. He forec 4 ner to
write. He 414 not send her ~ur gifts tn her befnre she ans—
wered him and let him know she was slive. I a2m 8o happy to
know that you all =re well. And the youngest that could
strive ahead with his education and "Bkon” give Petrus his
“1ife rent™ money. Petrus is doing well. He is the first
in the fifth class. He takes the classical eourse (Latin),
liay be he will change to sclence. He studies English (private
lessons). Ilfow he 18 at home. At times he plays the organ. Hd

- 5 ! . i . 3 £, 3 7 3

gésgeigsmggig%rg ?gging&gintegetg§g %%Sghgeégggerafg%wtgggdhe
spends hlg time swimming. (I went swinning with hinm when I wes
home in 1906)Mama demands that in the first place. He himself
is not 8o interested. I am o014 and vanities {(vzin things?

don't interest me much. Spilritual things also. But whotever

Your Y¥other

is is from God, a gift of Uod. I would wish that 1% ecould be
8214 of me what Jesus ga1d about the women (%ary Mogialine)

"What she enuld that she 4did. Yese, I d- what ~an-8
make nets”, I humble myself under Gﬁg‘a nigh s“hﬁgaiég&% at
he may 1ift me up when the time comes™ But I drive with "the

old”



T dn more than look =Tt r the ea‘tle, shopning wond and so
farth as ny strength pernits, but the naturss lawi T eannot
gay like ¥Fing David that 1 am young a2nd strong like an eargle.
Ps. 10%; 5. Ye are confortable, we have nueh to thank TGad
for. 7fod 12 better than gold. If you ehiliren and I have
7im then we are rich enough. If we have his spirit and Wis M
knowledpe. "Tithnut Cod there 18 no Joy

Without nd thers 18 nn perce™. H, ¥. Hilson

Jan 1, 1903 It 18 Und grece that we are nnt exhausted"
gggr ¥stnilda: The grace »of God and pence be with you.
“hank8 fap the letter we recelved New Years day. It was the
fifth »ve recelved from you all;;Fred, David, and Ellas for
hristaas. Ve have answered you all.(not?) BSecsuse we ex-
pected to get letiers fronm many of yo»u. Then we had one letter
from Must vhieh we have answered., e have als» sent all the
letters fo Johan and to Ottilias. “hristmas 1s now past and it
is the 14th of Jan. and aceordine to the reckoning of the
Ahristmas 18 driven out the 20th "Enut®. DBut we recksn the
13th because then Jesus was worshipped. I do noat %now the
date he was persecuted (by Hernd{. But persseutisn is not
nver yet, because he that is not with 18 againet. And 1t
geens when we are together 1in prayer meetings for example, in
Agen, then the chlldren »f thig world stsy away. Dut if there
is 2 danece then they are interested. But we that value the
fhrigtmae gift whieh 18 light 2nd bre=d and elothee (Hogtedskl
ader)., Him ve enjoy and praise snd thank and exalt. Ye have
had the weelt of prayer and we have made our desires known to
. vho does not shut his e=2rs to those that e2ll t» %im be-
cittselle has sald. “Before they ery I vill ansver and while
they yet speak I =11l answer thelir proyer.” T have recclved
mare than T eould have ssked or thaught of. In respeet to
the eeosnony I am so well off. I am only enjsaying what the Lo#
2lves me. 1T am sittling here with my z#nod fire and mske nets,
and sometimes I read and tend to the cattle. I enlny te thirk

s you nv . « In the first plane child~en 18 a
git%ﬁgfﬂgsgéiIgggak§}§§waﬁf zg ieae ve %he%ehﬁaé. Aggﬂ%s %hgﬁ
to serve Him on earth. 4And 1t 1s a servies to Hlm to gagher
torether with Him. Seth 1s keeplng Sunday Schosl Tomorrow
hig scohoen) snd studics besin and his vacatinn 18 pagt. Those
T have in Ameriea studyine i1s 2 word of the Spirit? Hay

they eontinue worthily. I am nroud ¢o think that from a hhme-
ble family s=n grow such men, BHBut it 1s not the work of man
but of ﬁag. e can make "a vessel fo» honor or for &lahonor”.

Paal had to be made smull by God and then he acenanlished

gonnething g9nd. T34 wants ug t» be humble g5 that ¥ig srane
may work in us, because over flesh 18 slways 2 hindrence and
alwaye leads us the wrong way. But we must crucify it aslly
and 11l 1t with all sin a2nd vicked lusts 8+ that 2 new zan
may arisge daily vhich will live etemmally far fad in richit-
esusness and holiness. T do not have ysur letter now, but

I remenber that you wrote that you 414 not get the Profit thate
you expected. Yes we always llve in hones and God makes every
thing oome sut for the best for those that love Him. 48 for
me I met slonz rell, only must not be too proud. (overdadist)
But untll now I have had uoney enough to keep feth in schonl
apd had besildes. If Cod grents me to eontinue thus 28 in the
past I will euffer no need. 2ind if HMe turns the leafl one

will have %o take the evil with the zood. (4ilmost a prophecy)



In Flodhult the evil day haz arrived. Lotta has fallen =ick
o_they have to wsilteh over h continually L T

ged %ay& rocking chalir and e%genoa éhor gime %ggkhgg bg@? t?%
tires them out. Mama has watched over her sne night. Intta
is not patlent. HMama was to Konglebs the 13th day (I trans-
lated this Trinity in fromer pages). They are so hap-y when
she comes, She wasg thelr 2lso a 1little befosre “hristmas. She
visits them often., (Did she walk on foot the dAistznce, some
12 to 15 miles?) They &re rather well but grandms is worse
off than grandpa. The houschosld work she h»g left in the
hande of the servant girl. She is z daughter of Anders of

John Persnn vho was employed by Uncle Nilason i issebo. It
is seven N'cloek and Seth 1¢ sitting writing Prench. He
is busy but I hope he will write a Tew lines to you. And
Mama 1s busy hurring to get Set's thines resdy, 1lanking out
for his clothes snd darning. TWe all have health =2t present.
We have recelved letier from Johan. Hls girl 18 nzmed Nana
Elizabeth, baptized New Year's day. She was barn Nov. 17. She
i8 big and strong and very good. (that mosns she dnes not ery)
Hildur writes aligo. They missed us at the banguet of baptism,
but they had 1t even without us. She wrote absut what she
cooked and prepared for she llkes to aonverse with us. Best
regards to you and famlily as far 28 it may reach.

Your father, 8. M. Nilsson.

Det. 21, 1903

It 18 the grace of (od that we are not exhausted (ute
med ocsa) After much ado Grandmother 1s with us. 8She brought
2 aow with her. She 1o a widow. She moved to us the Oct. 21
when the servant girl had finished her year. She (the girl)
last duty was to lead the cow. Orandmother is weak. She
lies down at times and 2t times she is up and eoins yarn (lin

en), 8o I have (Xaste pa ett nat) & net which I am making.

In the summer I am fishing so we have meat (sazel) fér ddhher,
I also wrok in the flelds at times from which we get our supm
rt.. I huve hoed on old "ake" where the land has been poorest

beoken .« I have alssc plowed where it waos better. But I

had to stop for a time because I got slck., Fire wood I cut
ag ugual. As you now have taken up raielng sheep, I will
talk about our. We have ten. Ve butchered four and have 6
left. We sold on® to Mina for the funeral banquet of the
storekeeper. We receilved 1%.27 kr. for the carcas. The
entrails and the skins we kept. The price was 70 or the ¥ilsa
Seth 18 in Upsola. He 18 well. But 1t costs much money. ¥He
gets 500 kr. from a fund in Westernik, so that helps a 1ittle.
toward hils expenses. Ye gent him 70 kr. once and 50 kr =nothébr
time. He has saved from his former stipend (Fellowship) and
what he earned glving lessons to a bey In Histerkult 75 kr

8n it hae cost between 400crowns the Tall term which ends Dee 1
Your Father

et ler Jov. 21, 1908.
“.gtigmgﬁehigrEQe’fe%c§ggatn%t we are nolt consumed, becuase
his compassion fail not M. 322

That applied to me when I fell and theyhhad to ea ry me home
Nov. 2., Twelve weeks I could not take any food_, only enough
to keep me alive. But I am better off now so I occupy myseélf
with nets for fishing so the time has not seemed so long, but

T feel the e¢old more than ever. I thank you David for the
letter. ¥Ysu have delayed long to write, but I will encourage



you with Issiszh 55;12 "For ye shall go osut with Joy and be

led forth with pesce”. ¥e eanng% reach hesyen any dth-r way.
It pleaged me @0 when you sald."%We will meet there if not in
this 1ife.™ Mathilda writes that you visit her at times and
that you are going to get married in Deceasber. 3at as you

say you are short on money. I have no money before in Marech If
¥arl could send now I would pay him back in Mareh. I wvonder
if Johan has gent money to Hathilda 28 he was supnosged to do.

Anna with Fred are recelved. I swe Tustof letter, but I have &
delayed, becanse I have walled for receit for (frera) money wh
which Johan was supposed tn send., He vrote 2bh~ it whatl he

sents I thave not answered Mathilda letter., T am wailting te
hear 1f she has recelved any money., You may tell her abaut
this letter, She will send the letters adiressed to her., TlHasg
and Eama wrliie often. Ve understand they are 3 bappy married
esuple. I hope David that yours may be happy. "Oo ~ut with
joy and be led forth with pesce.” The young Tohiss had that
zood fortune. He got an Anmel to be his traveling eompani-n, a
and he came back with the noney and also happlly merried, She
wag destined fop him and no one els could get her and they
celebrated thelr wedding in Joy and fear of Zod, (This is

8 reference from the Apocrypha which 18 not found in nur
American Bibles) Well, now I have written about much adventis,
but there comes to my mind also that Hannch had to do spinning

for them to keep them. My wife had to tend to the eattle and
the home, bring in wood and water and that is quite 2 Jjob.
That I 45 is to pass the time. Now we are far from the lake
and I am no good {obrukbar) for work and my lover hip is
gwollen 84 I am washing 1t with (skevatten) alum water,
Your Father, 8. H. Filsson

{This 18 the last letter of Fathers that I find. He died

Harch 2%, 1910) .

Jen 14, 1902
#If somebody 1s fighting he 12 not erovned unless he fights

homsrably"
Yes, dear Hathilda. Let us run so that we may recéive the
revard. Te enjiny dovn here s2 great and good z2ivantages in
ugh 1p tre~gure P ternity. Ths
P T30y 200 "Eod BhE-10u1 FotR SIS eRE FOr eLornity,, Thavis
much cauee for Joy 1n our wey home. Then sne 18 happy every-
thing #oes well and we have 8> grest %ry 80 the pen sannat
exprese it, pralese the Loard. Hov is Fthel? %hat is she
doing. That I wish to "now. Ye are well and strong. %hiech
is the best of all. We have been busy with Set, with his
elnothe That 1g a great Joy for me as long 28 I have bheen
able to work for him, but if Cod is willing I will gzet rest
for working for him when he gets far awsy. Then he will be
to me as you are, an obhject of thought. T have not neeled to
worry yet for I have sewed undervear for him myself. You may
be sure I =zm proud of myself. Many young women d-n't know
how to do that. Vhen one e¢onsiders thst sne ean not have low
thouphts absut »ne's relatives. The Lord be praised for what
we ean do. Thot we will do. Vhen Set goes helesves 2 vacant
chalr, But Ood fills a8ll vacancies, Te have to stand it., Lo
my dear, we put sur trust higher and higher, because so all Ims
eome ebout. CGod be preisgsed and honored.



apandfather and gra dnother are well. DBest and heart elt greek
ings from me. Your Hother.

(I have on fopymer pages itranslated rrgards fop gpeetines)

Tau 14, 1902
Dear Mathilda; ly peace I give you, says Jesus and so I say
< €3 .
ve 133 25 LRSS0 AT RE Al ey
there vwill be some way out. A4g you know Johan was supdosed
to send you. He got so deep inito buslness éo only @od knows hbw
it will some out for him. But we will have to find some other
way with you. Karl and I Telt very sorry for you. Fred let
us ¥naw about it. He has alvays and I what happens. DPapa
18 8o --- we have to keep things to ourselves then 1t 1s best,
Karl is very well urovided ;ro. But that 18 because he has
1ived nesr us. But they don 't ¢onsider how y-u have had to
break through your own vay, with industry and economny 3au are
where you are., Ottllia and Rarlson have a big farm, {beanti-
ful). But have a big debt in it. Hope they can work them-
gelves through. £She has 2 exceptlonally zood and kKind husbands
He does good business as far as we understand. But what will
they do if they ﬁﬁﬁ’t earn encuzh to pay the xnte?eat. e
tell them if you “on't see your way out, ssll. Now my dear, I
am telling you much unnecesagr{ ®hn wlll tell you if I don't?
We have to take things ag easlily 38 posglible beacuse here 13
nothing but one test after another. And we who have so many
children to worry sbout. And nov we begin to not bhe able to
bear all the worrles of tnis 1ife. ¥e who are 85 {ar gone nn
our way home, And the dear Tod has had such 2 patlence vith
us. "May He wh»o hag beéun & good woark in us comnlete 1t.”
How I berin to belleve 1t. 542 T 414 not have the address of
any one but yours, So I ask you to send this to Gust. “Some
money"?? You know Iam busy weavine three long we ves? 0Oh, tIA%
I e> 14 share 1t witn you. Tell Emma that the Christmas
present did not srrive. We cannot (forn po en ) (man~) Let
ffugt see this and hear how all is. it is rothing pleasant
mt we are well in body and soul,
Greetings from Your Yother

detterum Oct. 21, 19027 v
Eeaﬁgggtﬁi13§. Peare betgiﬁh z ztz?d your family. "The
in his 2534n aRess” wﬁé%e #2884 lwpéztflé’tﬂ}gggméﬁé witggt

yout 2and vou all. 5o now I will tell you that our 21d fath-r
hias ended hils cesurse here on cartin. ¢ was burried Sept. 27.
when we #ald our last adleu to him. Papa and I were with hinm
and we felt such a satisfaction because he needed grace and

pardon. A& you know we have visited him many times but never

have we glven him 3o great pleasure as when we came and sympa-
thized with him in his last suffering. He had been saying; "I
wonder if Fmma won't come.® 4nd when I -~ame %o vigit him he.

was so 2lad 2nd 8214, I was sure you would come®, "How I

am past and this will close with death™ He had be@n weak all
the summer, but now worse than he could walk between the houss
a8 you remeunber . He had great pain and when the attacks
came, we thought several times that he was dead. 3Bul betweert
times he got up and sat and talked with us and wve the survivig
we were to leave for home he 2214 as ususl that we ghould have
a farewell drink of cecoffee. 1 drank with tears running down
my cheeks. He could not see very well but he gazed 2t me and
put his hand so heavily on me for hls hande were heavy and



gvollen. They 8all the lust menthf the whale bady hed sesllen
Te drove home in the morning the o8t or 7th and he died 18th.
Set had visited thea bringing them berries belare he left. fe
sald "Tou must 1f possidble 4o and vieit them far they are

How I am sitting wvriting. It 18 § o'elsck in the narnine,
Branduother gtays with us snd ‘unt 1 Geotehult 1g here. She
came to @ee her o1ld mother. You 2an't belicve how zl:4 we
are to be able to do something for her. 5She 18 up. GShe is
well ennuszh for her high &gaﬁfﬁry} (I can't find 2 wnd in
Inglish for "RHry" Bhe site and ®pine yarn for nets far papa.
Hy alster 1s fixing elsthes fsr both mothers arnd be~
eause you may belleve my time is well taken up as usual,
*ell, now the great festival is e¢oming on. Hope we may be
able 15 celebrate it in the name of the Lord. We wish you a
derry Christmss with health and strength vith vietory over sim
“e have 8o greal promises. Let us take them in and if God ean
zet us, 1t 1is & great wonler. especlally myself. Tell me
how you stand vwith your Und. %The dearest grecting from ail off u g

Your Moilher,

@etterun Jan 3, 1906

Dear Hathilda: God's peage rest aver yen ny Jdesr smes.
Heartful thanks for ~our welonme letter in whisnh I sse

that you are well, which 1s the best, Oad be praised., e

are wvell and like ysurself am doling my work. T 4o 1t mysolf,
The children (1n ftensnas) like to eome down (to Zetterum)
¥hen 1 sm butchering or ssrubbine. They love us so. They

are our company. %ithout thea, we would sit here alone. This
18 the first Christmas th:t we have beer alane., “e are used
to have our dear Set, who would run arsund us. ve felt an
Dooy Christmas sorning when I got up 8-> 1 412 not know what to
do. XYou may imarine, we alwvays have 21l your plotures put up
on the table. If Set had not reminded us in his leti-r we
would have {reosotien it. 4And then we sing,"Var halssd skona
Horgonstund® After I calmed myself I took up the usunl srder.
He used to sit a2t the organ before he vent ts church (4 a.m.)
fiow therc was a vacaney. He 18 traveling holding mectings

for the Blue Hibbon Soclety (Temperanc-) in order to ~arn money -
You may belleve it costes money for him (at university). You teoo
had that experience (Elhel w=28 visiting Aunt ‘nna 1206} Thank
you my dear {or the pleture. It was pleasant {ar Fthel to be
with her funt apd for them to eviertain & relative. Yes, we
do not value enough to have eseh osther, Thst hos nat been sup
good fortune, but these poror Lin & may serve 38 substitute. I
82y to Set that I do not lens for snything else than to get
news from ay children. Thelr news is do desr, they may bYe rond

or stherwise. In any case it sives sublests for prayer, Yes

my dear ones that 1s all we can do, and vith that we wvill con-
tinue. It is fortunate for you that Fthel hag this spoortunity
for the future. 7¥ell her as I tell Det "Take good eare nf youe
self, g0 we met a 1little joy out of your life, dear little Ethal"
bec-use there are so many dingers for all in this sinful world,
bul God nelps his children »n through the world wonts to esotivad
them. Het 18 85 good (morsl) as all sur children have been. ¥

Hany of our nelghbors have had to go through with thelr children

Yslenma® thines., 7Te have rnt, ogrest Drsigse he 2 the Lard,



to_ge § Yo, @Qﬁ now | canpsit and see Egem gﬁf they are bugy =nd
3 can't o ut “pa agrees with sl RAVE writt n
%gaféggg E?n@? refienbered 15 ?%n.“ §any grectings from me eﬁgtaiumd
Pare well (live well)
Your listher

1910 because "avid was married 1910
Hemory versge (and here she quotes the Ps., 78;1. ¥Yes dear little
Davwld snd wife:

Thanks far vour dear letter in which we see ¥y are well and

strong ("kry") whieh 1s the best we have., lay these lines find
you and your bethrothed?with a wife., 0Ond give you gnod fartune (

apnd a_long 1%{ of Joy (blies). That 18 2ll we can say. Ve
8ho 80 willin 5 Sone ng s j b
RO R R R S
Yes, dear ones, Mave your desire 1n the Lord and He will gmive
you what y-ur ﬁear% nay wish, You are not accustamed to et help
from honme, but to fight your swm way through, May Zed strengthen
you in every way. That He will do. That ig sur sure hope. You sy
that if not befare you will see us up there where no Sorrow mare gh
shall be. Oh that we were there} Te were s~ #1271 to learn so we
shed tears of Joy. Hay Cod gless vou wit 1ooking to Jesus. Let
everything else go with the wind (for vag) ind y-u Oust come
forted us by telling thet yosu met Karl Martin at a prayer meeting.
And you say he belle ved in Uod and that all the children are turn
ing out well. That made us very hanpy. Tell ue mere absut them.
1t 18 hard on cust. He takes life 85 serlously. Yes he ie sey-
erly tested ae we know. May Cod help him through. It is perhaps
wvith him a8 with me. "erra kjens® =nd a questilsn that has n» 8
solution here. May God keep us uwAtil the end sf nur days. Live
well my dears. I wish you & Merry "hristmas. %rite and tell us
Inur lother

Getterum, Dee 29, 1908
God's dear peace rest sver ysu. “ol. 3.

Thanks dear Mathildas for your letter, ¥e felt leanesame woith
ing to hear from some one and then re ent your lettsr, He-rty thank
e were acoustsmed to have @Some sne run around and 4s what he e9ula
for Christmes peace both far us and for sthers, but naw 2ll 1eg 8o
guiet. Ye have to :1; and talk with ane ansther. Papa snys, “Now

1 > t 1 1 : Fmmn., And then - enPs ¢ :
iaé,hﬁﬁg ?t ?ﬁ‘gagd weehgggregggtﬁthﬁﬁﬁanﬁ geiggg gggatgﬁgf Ggggg
zor lzenou Det stannas leke. I jammerdalen. Gud vere Pris™, {quo=
tatisn from a song) We are well, Ond be pralsed nnd everythine gne
on as ususl. I have my animals to tend ta. That must be done no
matter how bad the westher 18. PFor my ace I an unusually strong.

These last days 1t has been v ry eold and snoaw 86 T must shovel thre

ough the snaw. Hemember you have en old mother who dnes not always
have good dsys. But the merelful Ood grante me good health and bow
gldes all that we necd, Ve have such 2n abunismee of Uad's figts,
oraise the Lord (grestly). That 18 2= good thing for now-a-days
people care for themselves and let thelr parents met slong beat the
oan, in every kind of weather, Well, we pass one iay &t the time
torard the goal. The sooner the better, ve say., Papa's sore m-uth
is not getting any better, 1t dnes not matter what we ds. Other=
wise he 15 we'll., His worst is to "elas" that he dare not est munk
Yes, the time will soon come vhen we shsll move (to Stensnes),.l

ghould not lask forward to moving, for we will nnt be gn well aeen



up there =28 we have been here. But our remeining days can not be
80 many and the mercels of Cod are sufficient. TWe will remsin sat
isfied. (There 91 Stensnas) we will have sur relatives near us.

It has been such a vacancy here. You say nothing sbout coming home
If you are strong eo you nan, we would be zlad %o see you any time.
I have always wlshed to see you while ve are here. I dare not sug-
gest that you travel in the winter, however much T should want te
Bee you. As we now are going to have auctisn, in eca2ce you would
want something. e would sn gladly let you have it. A mattreas o
Pillow or gheets. Ve so amny. Tell me 1f you want anythine., Ve
would feel so satisfiel if we anuld share gsme of thnge things wih
you. Xs Papa says "We will sonn he able to zend you.# ves very
dearly beloved., Ve will make apnointment =t the thrane nf mercy
every minute on this journey that we make only nn-e. Time pagses
8o foegt for one that has no pain. For us olad people 1t ig a5 great

thing and we hope to God that ~urs get no phyeical p2ins 2nd we wil

give God the nonor for all and intrust ourselves in Hig embrace %nd
e brings us home.Dear snes, read my poor writing and lonk up. Ve
have,all good health, Karl and his fomil were down here the third
day (after Shristmas) His mother-in-law has been with them durning

the holidays. I was not able t go tup there nn acecount of my du¥
les and during the bad weather. Since then we know nothing a out
thems I wad glad to heer about David. May God bless them. How I
envy you that would be with them. I wish you 21l good thinrs, for
you 211, from your father and mother. Live well. Pesce, Pezoe we
wish you. That 1e 211 we can do.

1910

Now dear Mathllda. While writing to David I will aceompany a
letter to you. Peace and Bleesing rest sver you. Pa, 23 for the
holldays that are now @oming »n. May 7ed let us ecclebrate it wih
Joy ané gladness in the Lord. Me is sur etrensth., Ve are S5 poor
as you know. Only the Stencmms people to vieit, but they s2lwayso

gome down Thrlstmae day and we share sorraw 2nd eladness., Mk thi
0

we could do 8o with you; ¥e feel 8o ab=ndoned when ve remember how
Bet ran ebout among us and did vhet he e-uld understerd that we
wished . You say that Ethel is 2 pood girl, The Lord be praised
because that 1is a great thing. I sald alvays "Mathildz be sond to
yoursell and then we gst some benefit too. And he was gond and m
read nhi1s testiment every night . I was so pless @ with that, Them
are so many vrong side tracks for the poor youths. The youngest
dsughter of Selme i Nasshult 1s vith child. They have written to
the King. )Perhaps the boy 18 ton young to met merried and he ha24
to get government permiesisn). May God keep you 21l and the dear
ones who has united with our Tamily. Ve have & creat to resd Fmm
ma's letters. How glad I am to know she it a worker. She s-ys &
would not feel right if she d1d not have mush to dn. Yes Amen. I
have had 2 hard year since I became 2 widow in every waiy, because
this farm 1s so abundant with all that one needs, so I have had
mach work to reap all. We =re so well provided for both to body
and goul and we wish you be 8o gltuated. Ye are gSorry ve havee

not been able tn do anything for you there. Low there vill bem
mach cxeltment for us hefore we get away. I hope God will helm
us. You have always 8214 you were coming home. Conme now and hén

me, but if you think 1t costs to0 much, we have to be satisfied =

it 1s. I will alwaysso my best writing a8 long as I live., Tell



me »f vhat race the nev “aurhters«inslsw are, Heartfelt gr-~tings
fallaw every line,
Your Hsther

The falloving I would be tempted ts supsress Put 1t weuld nat
be Tair,
808 ;
My dear 110412 fapl? of 1908 or in Junuary 1309
flaw are you? Where 21d you celebrate Shriastmans? 4&nd hag Joog
been your trectest Joy? (har 1&g dst. T wish you & hen'y New Yesr

snd gbave all gaodl health and new strernsth far all eend thines

that Tod mey give. Desr lae, you have mn' *en Ry ~hrnee =8 to
hua%nﬂ” {Bun-sse she means I am I was 18 year alder), Eerve hh
the best you oan. He 18 Zind to you 88 I belleve, DBut he noeds
tn be losked after. Yo be kepl nest in recpneet tn olathea eto,
After vou had gone Some sue 541’ that 19 me (Karl and Belma) T
gald “You should have told her nat," That ve exnest fram hew,

Tell enough about this. I kuow you are gas? teo him, 20 parion me
for speaitine ihms. Dear ones, Thot 414 vy 46 with the oy to the
bedyraom. 7Tell me 1f you re ar. Live we?l.

"BIAf uti Jesus, snnan nuelp vi 2§ fap"
"landly reare the sin-mend the waves beat"

I gend this 4o you firet, but you will gend it fo ¥atruilaa,
Hearty ereetingd fram us to you all,
Hy dear Little fred. Tharks for the le tor in which we ﬂ@a hﬁﬁj&

are slokly. Hay God turn the leaf if thet 18 Tis w#ill m
thus happen. (g to vhat we deserve we Bdﬁlif/f###/fﬁ”f%ﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁ@’
LA shouls nove noth ng else than punishment.  But we oavwend
ourselves in the arms of the mer~iful Gnad with all and take Me
word and then we siep »ne siep 5t the time taward sur heme., T ¢
thought you enjoy yourielf in Sweden s T had hnnes to 5-e yom
afhen, 1f not st my home, for T ean not fill the “eman'g of youne

peaple. Dut emen 8o, I e9uld at least gre you. That ig my erem
need 80 long a3 1 llye. law dear, ta%e oare af yau-201f a2a farsg
posslble and above all nave plant; sf fasd, because that s my dest
advize, You %“?" haw h&rd I hove tn wark in” have gorraw, but I
eat well an’ thus I anm & rensthened bath to my hezd and to the
wiiold bady. %&liﬂVﬁ whet I say. Dan't fall ints any peculiar
(1dea) Af that 1s my last prayer.

Your lMother

Getterum Jan. 1, 1898 (he 18 12 years nld)
fousin fthel:

I »111 write t> you anyhow, though I 4ntt krew Svedish (He
mugt mean “you") Your mother Mathilds perhaps will trenslate tie
letter for you, in osse she remenbers ghe h=g a brother, vhese
name 18 Seth or i she cares to take that trauble vith thie 1litls
plece of paper. rardon me ¥iss Lecouse I have B2 thou o you,
because --but I remember thet you uge “gauﬁ which stande for bol
you and thou 1n fwedish. I don't know how t- write inelish 8o I
write Swedisgh i nan read ¥nglish mo if you o9nly would »-1te me
ﬂﬂ/ﬁﬂﬂ/ﬁﬂﬁ/I eould read 1t a1l right, Althousgh ve ds ot knew eash

ther pers-nally, we ars anyhow related, #a it 1s nraner far us to
G?“T@ﬁJiHHQ I tried onee yo1 will remenber to vwrite inglish in
orier tn fnduee you to w-ite bat withsut sucoegs. I hane "ar bette
result this time. I was glad to recelye the card 1 n whish T see
you playlng plans. 1 play ergan, heecause w2 have ane, Te have

recelved a letter from Anna toeday, in whinh w28 one lett v from



3 2
Alvin. Would you please send hlm my letters. To Mathilda
2004 by for this tine.
Student Seth Svensson
Vastana N11 Gr
vastervike.

tetterum Jan. 2, 1899

[ am writing 1899 and this time to you ffor the second time
{ wrote to Ethel yesterday, but the letter turned out both short
snd with errors. You ask her 1n return to write a long letter to
me, she who can write. 1 will now describe christm2s in Sweden
(at home)s because 1 suppose you have forgotten about it during p
your 18 years of absence. rapa, Mama and I live here together h
Bryggeriet. Brother Johan, sister Ottelia, and the hired boy of
Johan Gustof, the nired girl Anna and the adopted boy Abhberte.
On the evening before the John the Baptist day I went up to
Stensnas and slept there that night in order to chop wood in the
morning (4 a. m.) At 3;3@0A. M. we were driven out of bed, we A
co-fee and we went out to the woond shed we four men. We chose a
dry gunnery tree gtunp (this stunp 1s dug up from a swamp vhere
14 has lain covered with water for some thousand of years) and
piled more wood on this and set fire to 1t 2nd then we beggn to
chop wood. Albert and I manipulated the saw. Johan and Gustof
chopped. When 1t was day light 1 went to give my rabblis their
dhristmas divver extrz oate and milk and to +ell them it was the
John the Baptist day, Christmas kve. After having tend-~d to variow
duties, I bezan 1in the afternoon to dress the Christmas trees I
worked on that until 1t w=S darkz, when L sat with pava who was
reading. All of a gudden there came rushing 1in & package.. ‘'he
door to the porch w=s alzmied to =2nd Mama looked out from the kIt -
chen through the door of the fyont vonm. L rushed out, and in my
nurry d4id not know which way L took. Then 1 neard the kltchen
door open. L tried to dpursue mut lost the tr ck and hurried in. I
my caugse 1 plcked up two packaces one to mam2, one tn myself the
firgt one was for D2Da. (the one was thrown 1n f4prat) Papa afterd
having with much trouble opened the well wrzpoped pvackage disecoverdd
a pocket knife. Papa nhad lost his and heneeded one. (rhat 1is the

1
giver knew what father wasg in need of). In mam®s package were
frames for plctures and 1ln mine== Well some one w2g playine a trick

on me-- was a Stone. Fapa began 1o read agalin. Mama had entered

the fromt room and was standlng 1n & corner of kitched. Very snon
geveral packages all tied together were thrown in. L ran out and
recognized sustof. Then I decided I did not need to run further,
so I just called out. ‘phanks Gustof:" and hurried back 1n.
There were rubbers, nandkerchiefs, candy, and birds for the Jhrist

mas tree for me. For Mama an apron and as she went out into the

kitechen she stepped on & piece of €03D for papa. Papa and I

decided that Albert threw in the first package. ‘Then he hid bem
hind the oorch vall, while I ran out. While I was running he
threw 1n the other two packages. I tried to pursue him, but cold
gee him. Ve thought qustof threw in the second, while we were oOD=
ening the first packages. As you will remember he came too late.
Mamma did not seem Lo agree with us =2nd »nly smiled and her smi®
to say "I know how 1t all nappened"; As for myself [ knew that
ga@agygsgright. 1t was she who threw in the first package. I rm
out an urried back to throw 1n the gecond. Then L pretended to
nursue Albert. The gtone for myself I had thrown in myself in
order to free myself from being susvected. Mams however Saw thmugh
my trick. The last time 1t was really Gustof who threw in Christ-
mas presents from Stensnase. A couple of days later papa thanked

= e v ) niT Notice that
me for the pocket knife, because ylama had told nife (No
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pefare in the "ecisison” Set hud decrlved paps for the fun of 1),
fhristmss merning we lighted the "hristmae tree and put candles in
every window. The Shrigtmas tree (and the eandles) are not for u
but far the peaple thet reo to church. But senerslly thoof/ ALty
remaing »f the o'niles enourh to light up the ecn’fee tahle at
“hrigtmes bonguets. Yesterday we had a young neonle's banguet 1in
Stensnas. 4 church organiat entertalne’ the nuests with musis and
singing bg a shoir traiped by him, without pay, wilthout position
and madl »f his gingere were precgent, (This it s purrle. It see
he means himgel! as the organist and leader of a eholr).

I will now cloge

YTour dbrather, Seth Svensson
Te i8 only 13 yearsaand 10 nonthe old.

1912
Hy dear Children &ll of you. Peaze be wlth jou.

Resclyved ~ur simple words and "@o" "read” whot you ean., Tell
vama we recelved her packege (kind?) With every lines go the deaw
egt sreetinss., Olve dust iLhis, Live well. Look to Jesus,

: Your Hather

Stensnas, Dec. T, 1908
Neayr Brether and Hister-in-law
I wigh you God's peace snd OGrace,
twanksa f5r the card I recelved some dzys ags, 1 wanted tn write
t5 you, but I do not know why I put 1t off. I 8¢e you have recele
ved the platures. 7e kept 4 The money w+8 movre than necessary.
“hey eost 2,20 se there remzing 2160, You msy '#11 me vhot to de
wi'h them. Te all have health and 2re we'l, The winter anmes
early. .The ground frofe in beginning of Nev. 8o I had not Pinith -
edmy fall plowing. BSut now it 1s thawing., e received letter fron
navid, It Sceus he needs money. He 8sy8 he 18 @oing to get marrid
but has Lo zub it off until his finsrsces are hetter. I don't un-
derstend why he 7seg nat earn money mow, Tilae wrote us = short
time ago =nd also hie wife. They are so Happy snd satisfied with
their pseition. T have not heard Trom Johan for some time. I
wrote to hia lust 8o 1 have long waited to hesr Irom him, I hoe
they are well and thut he mets through, though he has much care
that he got into. Let us know somethlng zbaut your s~hoal and
yoaur sehonl and your students next time.
I wish yo>u 2 happy CThrisimas,.
Yaur Dortaer, 2. ¥. Svengson



You will notice all through these lettecrs that there i8
a religlous streak in our family. Thig stresk is twosided: 1. Re-
pentant, melancholy humility ang 2. Heretiec, quarrelsome, self
agsertion., Thle latter trait we {ind in Jeses. He plcked a gquarr-
el with the Pharisles every opoortunity. He had. KNow I would have
wished to soften or even suppress this trait, but what is history
for except to tell the truth? TWell, Luke 13;18 softens the exagg=
eration of Mark 4;31 which says that the mustard seed is the small-
est and Luke 11;29 suppresses the word adulterous of Mt. 12;30 and
1634 because he did not like 1t. But in doine that he 18 not a
good histnrlan and he really misrepresents the charscter »f Jesus.
In Mark Jeses 18 a strong enercetic, active propdagandist. This
tralt Matthow and Luke, to say nothing about John, try to soften
and make Jesue out to be mild and lowly, but they were forced by
tradition and by the documents they sopled to include the sterner
glde of the Gospel. I have not followed thelr exsmnle.

But some sne of you my readera may say: "If our varents
fell into pitfalls, we should not warn our children against them
but let them carry on thelr destiny and get thelr swn experience.
That 1s what they are on earth for, to make their own mistakes,
misdeeds, and errors. These make materi=l for navels and histsry.
You eould not wri'e a novel about-=---here I wag scarchine for an
antonym of error, but it seems the Tnglish lansuase has not ENY .

Am I ashamed of this family tra2it? Vell, I would have t» be ssham-
ed of humanity, the followers of Jesus, lHohammed, Foseph Smith,
Mary Baker Hddy et alil. But I will even zdmit that witn this
psychesls, sickness, go some virtues and morality. A smsll donse of
it may be good, Just 28 a smell cup »f coffee might be good while
too much is harmful. A8 the radio ann~inces tobacco without the
nicotine, the harmful without the harm or at lesst with milder hamm



