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English title and summary: Interview a gay artist at 26 years old.

“ In this interview, he talked about the process he learnt about himself as well as priorities in
life and dream for the future”
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1. Could you talk about how did you learn about yourself?

I don't know when I know about who I am gay or not. When I was in grade 9™ and we became close
friends. We hang out at grade 10" I saw him hanging out with girl. I asked him why and he
explained she was a friend. I did not know who I was but I kept questioning about girls he hang out
with. At some points, I was not sure about myself and did not understand why I wrote a letter to him
and put in an envelope. I told him either he choose girl or me. I told him “if you choose girls, don't
ever talk with me again”. I don't know why I write it and why it becomes like this while I still think
he is my best friend. At the end of grade 10™, I still felt angry and I questioned. I asked him if we
could still be close friends. He told me that we were already close friends and I told him that was
not enough. Then, we still had problems. I kept asking the same question so he did not talk with me.
One time when we went to karaoke and I cut my finger and used my blood to write him. I did not
have clear idea about myself and still we were friends. I wrote in one of letters and asked one of my
friends used their own hand writing to copy my letter. I did not want him to recognize it was from
me as he knew my hand writing. So the content of the letter was I bought two tickets for you and for
her. You could go with her and we would stop talking. But I did not give tickets for him and I did
not buy it. At that time, we could not buy in advance, so I actually did not buy tickets for him.

On the grade 9" or 10", we always went together, buying the same clothes, and things and went on
together only one bicycle. I went to his family a lot and the family knew me very well. But later we
did not talk so much and finished high school. We were close because he loved drawing and he did
too. We did a lot together. After high school, we went to different university. I went to study
finance and banking while he studied architect. At that time, I did not know what it was about me
how to call about me although I know who I was. I just didn’t know the name. During when I
studied finance and banking at Royal University of Law and Economics year two and I study art at
Sa Sa Art Projects at the White Building, I had girlfriends and had sex with women but I did not
have feeling. We could do something on bed but we did not feel...Then I thought I loved men and
women. And one time, then I thought I loved men. Then I had sex only with men and I felt good.
Now I know what I am, but it is kind of step-by-step to learn if [ am gay...

I have many friends but I do not feel attracted to women anymore. I still tell my friends that I am
alone and focusing on my work. I just tell only close friends or gay circle. Now, I tell my gay
friends who I am.
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2. Do your friends outside of your artist and gay friends as well as your family know about
you?

Outside the gay circle and close friends, it is not a good time. I am not sure the consequence. It
might make me trapped. I do not want to tell my family. I need to find a way to tell my family when
I am ready. I do not want to tell them when I am not strong enough. If I told them now, their
reaction would make me stuck or distracted and that might affect on my work. I do not want to be
stressed and overthink about what my family react with my disclosing my identity. My parents are
old, and I know who I am. If they accept me, it is great, but I know my family. I need to be strong
and successful in other things else before I tell them. I do not know about other persons, but I do not
have much challenge that I have to tell others. I have a close friend whose family I am very close
with, but he does like gay. I could tell him but I just do not want to lose my best friend. So I do not
know when I can tell him or how long I could hold this information. But at the moment, I do not
want to tell him anything because I do not want to solve the reaction afterwards. We are very close
and I am hurt when he is hurt. If I lose my best friend, I would be hurt. I could tell my normal
friends about who I am, but I just can’t tell this best friend. He is still hurt after his father passes a
way. It was almost a year but he is still hurt, so I do not want to hurt him about this. I am happy
with who I am right now and I am not happy if I have to things about other distracting things.
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3. How do you feel when you have to "straight up" in front of your family and people who do
not know you?

Sometimes, it is very hard. You have to be straight up.You can’t tell everything about your life. I
often say I do not want to get married at the moment. I told my parents and friends and explained
them my projects as just work, but they did not look at my work. Even they looked at them, they did
not understand as they were not artists. But my artist friends knew that I am gay. My niece knows
that I am gay. I tell her that I love only men and she says she does not care. She is 17 years old and
she is studying at Western like school so she is open. But my sister and my parents are not open.
My parents now start telling me to save money for marriage. Even when I tell them I need to focus
on work, but they still keep saying about that...

And I often tell them that I do not like to get married, if I like somebody, I would stay with them
rather than getting married. They say I have to get married because it is Khmer culture, but I am not
worried because somewhat, I already passed my Khmer culture. I’'m a Catholic. I am convert to the
new religion. So I do not have to follow Khmer culture. My parents do not know that I am
converted. But my parents do not know about my religion. They would be very unhappy if they find
out. My parents are Buddhist, they would be afraid that we would not follow Khmer culture and
Buddhist, we would not pray for parents and ancestors.

To me, if you go to pagoda, you have to be like this or like that. I just only not follow Buddhist, but
I do not think it is bad. Just my preference is Catholic. I do not go to pagoda, my parents ask me to
go to pagoda, I refuse with an excuse that I do not have appropriate clothes or I am busy
something’s. To me, you don't have to go to pagoda to be good children. To be good children, there
are many ways.

I do not go to pagoda, but I do not do anything wrong to make them unhappy. All the family
members already have good jobs and salary. I do not have much money but I am strong in making
art. I am growing up in a farmer family. I come from a medium income farmer family and I used to
with all kind of manual work. Now, my parents stay at home, because our siblings have better
income. We share responsibilities with our whole family and parents. I give my shares too so I am
more confident. This make our parents happy.

At home, I have to behave differently, but sometimes I act more gay like dancing or moving hands
and my sister said something like “what are you doing?” and then she added “you should not gay, if
you are GAY, I will kill you”. I said, “I don’t know what I am doing”, so she said you are gay, |
will kill you, I will cut you from the family.
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4. How did you feel about it?

I did not feel anything, even I do not feel afraid because it has not happened, and I know that you
cant cut somebody from your family, but I do not want things like this happen. You can think like, I
do not want my parents unhappy. If my parents know that I am gay, and my neighbors talk a lot of
things about me, and the neighborhood is not open. So if they say anything, these will go back to
my parents. In my culture, people are not open. All most friends hide about themselves. Sometimes,
parents know, just because the accidence, or because they could not hide anymore. Some peoples
hide their whole life. For me, I can marry a girl, but because I do not feel, so I do not want to hurt
them. I don’t want to break a woman’s heart because she could find a guy that is good for her. I do
not want to do bad things for her. Many gay guys do that but often they end up in divorces. Men can
do what they want after divorce, finding another men for them, but for women, after divorced
women found very difficult to have another men. So I just do not want to break the woman’s heart.
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5. What is your dream for your future?

In the future, I want to have a small bar with my boyfriend (I don’t have any boyfriend now) and
everyone knows everything about me and I could marry a man. If my parents allow and everyone
allow, and one thing I would be very happy if they open the door for me and him walking home.
But I will not think about it at the moment because I have friend who have boyfriend and they live

together for 5 or 6 years and they are still handing. I can’t believe this become true, but it is my

wish, you know. If I can get one true love, it is enough. For me, to open one bar, a future I want is
to open one small bar. It is not for making money but place for artists and friends can come to talk
as the small bar. The small bar is what I try to have it in she future. But I think marriage is
something will make me very happy but I am not sure....



