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  Mind	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  
The	
  drawings	
  titled	
  “Open	
  Mind”	
  are	
  from	
  Dara’s	
  recent	
  solo	
  exhibition	
  based	
  on	
  his	
  research	
  
related	
  with	
  the	
  gay	
  community:	
  the	
  concept	
  of	
  the	
  exhibition	
  is	
  inspired	
  by	
  the	
  ordinary	
  gay	
  
life	
  surrounding	
  him.	
  He	
  believes	
  that	
  if	
  someone	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  know	
  about	
  gay	
  life,	
  they	
  can’t	
  
only	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  Internet,	
  but	
  have	
  to	
  go	
  and	
  see	
  the	
  real	
  activity	
  that	
  people	
  do	
  every	
  day,	
  and	
  
especially	
  their	
  jobs.	
  Gay	
  people	
  can	
  do	
  many	
  things,	
  just	
  the	
  same	
  as	
  any	
  other	
  people.	
  In	
  this	
  
collections,	
  he	
  present	
  the	
  portraits	
  of	
  friends	
  and	
  others	
  hang	
  alongside	
  colorful	
  drawings	
  of	
  
fruits	
  and	
  vegetables	
  in	
  playful	
  positions.	
  “Open	
  Mind”	
  hopes	
  to	
  encourage	
  all	
  kinds	
  of	
  viewers	
  
to	
  understand	
  more	
  about	
  gay	
  life	
  and	
  the	
  gay	
  community	
  in	
  Phnom	
  Penh.	
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“	
  What	
  are	
  you	
  thinking	
  about	
  word	
  sleep?	
  I	
  imagine	
  of	
  my	
  history	
  and	
  what	
  I	
  sleep.	
  I	
  imagine	
  
who	
  and	
  how	
  many	
  people	
  I	
  sleep	
  with.	
   In	
  the	
  drawings,	
   I	
  imagine	
  that	
  one	
  man	
  is	
  sleeping	
  
with	
  someone,	
  what	
  they	
  are	
  doing	
  and	
  what	
  happen	
  they	
  wake.	
  This	
  artwork	
  is	
  a	
  reminder	
  
from	
  the	
  past	
  (Dara	
  Kong)	
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This	
  collection,	
  I	
  would	
  like	
  presents	
  the	
  issues	
  of	
  secrets	
  –	
  personal	
  secrets	
  and	
  also	
  secrets	
  
in	
  society	
  (Dara	
  Kong)	
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